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A New Geography : Or, An Exatt Defcription of the Univerfe 
Colle&ted from the beft Authors, Ancient and Modern, and 
chiefly fromthe Gentlemen of the Royal Academy of Sciences 
at Paris, M. de Sanfon, Blaeu, Briet , du Val, Cluverius Bau- 
drand,&c. Enrich’d with a great number of Maps and Cuts 
of the Habits of moft Nations. A Work very ufeful to thofe 
who defire to know the prefent State of the World, and of 
its feveral Parts, according to the neweft Difcoveries. By. M. 
D. Martineau du Pleffis,aeographer. Tom.1. Containing § 35 
Pages, befides the Table. Tom. II. 504 Pages, befides the Ta- 
ble. Tom. Ill. 463 Pages, befides the Table. Amfterdam, 1700. 


In 12° 


6 hi Book being one of thofe that will not admit of an 
Abridgment in a Work of this Nature, we have thought 
fit to tranflate the Author’s Preface, that the Reader may have 
his own Account of ‘it. 
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The PREFAC E, 


Eography is attended with fo many Advantages, that there - 
G are very few People of Fafhion and Senfe, but take a pe- 
culiat Pleafure in it, becaufe of its being a fine, ufeful and eafie 
ftudy. We may venture to fay, that it is neceflary to all forts 
of Men, fince without a competent knowledge of it, a Man is 
not fit for Converfation, nor able to underftand publick Tranf- 
ations. It’s ufeful for Politicians in Matters of State, for Cler- 

y Men in Affairs of the Church, for Soldiers in Feats of War, 
or Merchants in Commerce, and in a word, for all Men who 
would underftand Hiftory, of which it is one of the Eyes. He 
that hath not feen the World, (fay the Turks to a Proverb) 
meafures every Thing by his Fathers Houfe. This Defe& is eafily 
fupplied by Geography, which teaches us in a little time, more 
than can be learned by many Years Travels. This Science like- 
wife undeceives us, as to abundance of grofs Miftakes, which 
the Ancients committed through Ignorance. °Tis to Geography 
we owe our deliverance from the Ignorance of thofe Times 
wherein. Authors talk’d of burning the B/eck Sea, becaufe they 
thought Pont Euxin fignified the Euxim Bridge, thought the Mo- 
rea tobe Country of the Moors, and that Venice, Genoa and Luc- 
ca were rich Italian Princeffes. Ignorance of Geography occa- 
fion’d fuch Miftakes not only in the common Sort, but even in 
Perfons of Quality and Minifters of State. Hiftory gives usa 
very particular Inftance of this Nature in an Englifh Ambaflador 
at the Court of Rome in 1343, when Bethancourt a French Man 
difcovered the Cavaries, the fortunate Iflands of the Ancients; 
and Pope Clement VI. gave them to Louis Count de Clermont, Son 
to Alphonfus de la Cerda, a Prince of the Blood Royal of France 
and Spain. The Englifh Ambaffador hearing of this Donation, 
thought that thofe fortunate Iflands muft of neceffity be the Bri- 
tifh Ifles; and upon this ridiculous Conteit, left the Court of 
Rome in great difcontent, and made all poffible hafte to England 
to acquaint the King his Mafter, that the Pope had difpofed of 
his Dominions to the Count de Clermont. A modern Author, 
well known by his Works, fell into as grofs a Miftake by his 
Ignorance of Geography, in making a Ship fail from the Ca/pian 
: . to 
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to the Black Sea, notwithftanding the Mountains of Elbour be- 
twixt thofe two Seas. } 

Geography is no lefs pleafant and ecafie than profitable and ne- 
ceffary : It hath alfo this Advantage above all other Sciences 
ufeful for Commerce, that there needs nothing but Eyes and 
Charts, and a little Method for underftanding the fame. Every 
one that will but exercife their Memory about it is capable of 
it, Youth as well as thofe of Age, the Vulgar as well as the 
Learned, Women as well as Men. In fhort, we may fafely fay, 
that ’tis the only Science accommodated to every Capacity, fince 
for learning it there’s no need either of great Wit or Judgment, 
nor yet of much Knowledge in other Sciences. It is true, that 
the Books which have hitherto been wrote on this Subje&t, have 
not given us fuch an advantagious Idea of it as it deferves, yer . 
we ought not to have the lefs efteem for it; nor can we lay 
the blame on any, but thofé Authors: who have not been fo exact 
as fuch a curious Subject requir’d. I mean not only Prolomy, 
who hath committed an infinite number of Faults in Geography, 
but even fome modern Authors, who feem to have but’ very 
flight underftanding of it. That I might avoid the like Incop- 
veniencies, I have chiefly followed the beft of what Mef- 
fieurs Sanfon, Blaeu, du Val and Baudrand have wrote on this - 
Subje&t ; tor others, as Meffieurs Robbe and La Croix, Imake 
no great account of their Geographies ; and {hould be very much 
troubled, if I could juftly be charg’d with as many Faults as 
they have committed in their Books. I don’t, however, prefime 
fo much as to think that this Work hath. none, but hope it will 
be found more Exaét than thofé laft mentioned, and feveral 
others which I pafs over in filence. - 1 have to this End made - 
ufe of the beft Charts and Maps, and have follow’d the moft 
ufual Divifions, I have added an Abridgment of the Sphere, 
and of the Ufe. of the Globe, which [thought neceflary for un- 
der{tanding Geography, and making it more pleafant and ufeful 
to thofé that would apply themfelves to it. I have likewife ad- 
ded abundance of Charts, and feveral Cuts of moit People of 
the World and their Habits, which does no leis. illuftrate, than 
adorn this fine Science that is now {0 much in fafhion. J have 
likewile taken care to infért an Hiftorical Account of the Man~~ 
ners, Keligion, Languages, Strength, Riches and Commerce of 
each Country: As alfo of their Battles, and Men of greateft 


Eminence, and of the moft remarkable TranfaCtions that have 
happen’d - 
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happen’d down to this prefent Time. The Care I have taken to 
be Exact,‘gives me ground to hope that this Work may be well 
receivd by Men of Senfe, and if they find any thing blame- 
able, that they will do me the Jultice to examine it well before 
they politively condemn it. 


We fhall only add, That there are in the firlt Tome, 19 
Charts and 9 Figures, cut in Copper. In the fecond Tome, 14 
Charts, 19 Figures. And in the third Tome, 12 Charts and 18 
Figures. : 








Memoires de M. IY Artagnan, Capitaine Lieutenant, &c. i, e. The 
Memoirs of M.@? Arragnan,Captain-Lieutenant of the Fr.King’s 
Firft Company of Mufqueteers. - Containing feveral fécret 
and particular TranfaCtions during the Keign of Lowis the 
Great. Printed at Cologne by Peter Marteau, 1700, 12° 
Pag. 580. : 


Onf. d’ Artagnan was a Gentleman of Bearn, the youngett 

Son of his Family, and had little or nothing: His Pa- 

rents fent him to feek his Fortune, after having provided him a 

little Nag of about two Loui’s Price, and ten Crowns for his 

Journey. He was afterwards a Soldier in the Guards, and thena 

Mufqueteer, but at laft was made Captain-Lieutenant of the 
King of France’s Firft Company of Muiqueteers. 

They that give us thefe Memoirs tell us, That they were ga- 
thered from loofe Papers, that were found after the death of 
the Author, and which they have only conne&ted. They tell 
us likewife, that this is but the firft Tome, which will fpeedily 
be follow’d by two others, that are now in the Prefs. The 
firft Tome contains divers Particulars which belong to the end | 
of the Reign of Louis XIII. and the beginning of the Reign of 
Louis XIV. until the Barricadoes inclufive. He hath feveral 
other Circumftances of what paffed in the Court and in the 
Campaigns of thofe Times ; he treats of the Fortune of Cimgmar 
the Favourite of Louis XIIL of his Quarrels with the Cardinal 
de Richlieu, and of his ill Conduét, for which he loft his Head. 
He declares how the Cardinal kept himfelf in Favour until his 


death, maugre all his Enemies could do; and how the Queen, 
- Mother 
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Mother to Lous XIV. came to the Regency after the death of 
Louis XMM]. the Advancement of Cardinal Mazarine, and divers 
Particulars of that Minifter’s Conduct in his Youth. The Hi- 
{tory of the Barricado’s and the Siege of Paris is related with all 
the principal Circumftances. He ipeaks moreover of the firft 
Campaigns of the Duke of Amguien, of the famous Battle of 
Rocroi, which he fought contrary to the Advice of the Mareichal 
de P Hopita/. who had the Courts Order to hinder it, where he 
acquir'd fo much Glory , and the gaining of which fav’d Rocrov, 
and perhaps France. The Siege and Taking of Ibionville and 
Dunkirk, and the other memorable Tranfa€tions of the War,are 
all related. 

Thefe general Affairs are alfo intermix’d with the particular 
Adventures of M. @’ Artagnan, which are either Amours, or par- 
ticular Combats for himfelf or his Friends. He promifes us 
that there will not be fo many little Stories in the following 
Volumes, becaufe our Author fhakes of, as he grows in Years, 
thofe Amufements of his Youth. This variety cannot but be 
pleafing to many Readers, of whom the moft part read not fo 
much to change their Memories, as to pafs away their Time. - 





Pro Quatuor Gordianorum Hiftorid Vindicie : i.e. A Defence 
of the Hiftory of the Four Gordians. Printed at Paris, 1700, 
12° Pages 54. 


He Hiftory of the four Gordians, proved and illuftrated by - 
Medals, was publifh’d in 1665, the Extratt of which may 
be feen in 7? Hiftoire des Ouvrages des Savans, for the Month of 
Fuly, 1696. An Opinion fo fingular was not relifh’d by all 
the Learned. There were two amongft others who refuted it, - 
The firft was a French Man, who wrote a Differtation in that 
Language againft the Hiftory of the Four Gordans, which was 
publifh’d the fame Year with the Hiftory; 7¢.in 1695. The fe- 
cond was the famous M. Cuper, who publifh’d in 1697, Ibe 
Hiftory of the Three Gordians, in which he refutes that of the: 
Four Princes of that Name. ’Tis to this that our Author an- 
{wers, in fo civil and modeft a manner, as one would think a 
Scholar fhould to his Mafter; not to contradiét him, but to 


propofe his Doubts and to defire an Anfwer. If all the Anti- 
quaries 
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quaries had dealt fo honeftly in their Difputes, there would have 
been rcafon to have given them, as he does in his firft Trea- 
tife, the Epithete of being, The moft boneft and ctvil Nation of 
the learn'd Orb. He doth not fo tie himfelf to anfwer M. Cuper, 
as not to anfwer by the way the Obje€tions of the Author of 
the French Treatife againft him. 

The firft Obje€tion againft the Four Gordians is this, That Fz. 
lius Capitolinus, who liv’d in the end of the Third-and beginning 
of the Fourth Age, and who wrote the Life of the Emperors of 
that Name, fpeaks exprefly but of Three Gordians, and not of 
Four. Our Author contents himfelf to add what he hath faid 
of that Author in his Hiltory, that Capitolinus {peaks but of Three 
Gordians,becaulé he takes notice of none but thofe who had a&tu- 
ally reign’d, and becaufé that he died before he could obtain the 
Empire. Hedid not think it proper to mention him. ’Tis for 
the fame reafon Arien and Dexippus {peak but of Three. 

The chief Argument which eitablifhes the 5yftem of the «four 
Gordians is drawn from this: That *tis evident that two Gor- 
dians were proclaim’d Cefors the fame Year; U.C. 990. He- 
rodian and Capitolinus fay , That there was one Gordian 
who was proclaimed Ce/ar when Baldinus and Pupienus 
were proclaim’ <Augufti; 2 e. in Fuly, U. CG o90. And 
fince that the two African Gordiens were proclain’d Augufti 
in one Month of the fame Year, and that then one Gordian was 
proclaim’d Ce/ar, it follows that he who was honoured with 
rg in Fwy, was difterent from him who was proclaim’d 
in Muay. 

M. Chey makes feveral Obje€tions againft this Reafon ; to 
which our Author anfwers: The chief Objettion confilts in this, 
That. the Acclamation of the Senate, who proclaim’d the two 
African Gordians Augufli, was but a frolick of the Senate that 
had no Confequence, becaufe thofé two Gordians were flain in 
Africa. He fays, moreover, that it is not likely that any one 
could take upon him the Dignity of Ce/ar, or thac the Senate 
could effeftually confer it without the Confent of the Emperors, 
who were then abfent; it follows, that the young Gordian, who 
was at Rome, was not then created Ce/ar , and, by Confequence, 
we muft not diftinguifh between him who received that Dignity 


in the Month of Fu/y, and him that was proclaim’d Augaftw the 
Year following. 


The 
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The Author anfwers, That feeing the Decree of the Senate 
declaring the two African Gordians Augufti, had its effet in 
that they were a€tually Emperors, he doth not fee why they 
might not declare the third Gordian Ce/ar. It’s true likewite, 
thatthe Senate did not affume the Authority of naming a Suc- 
ceffor to the Empire, without the Confent of the Emperors then 
reigning ; forafmuch as the Succeflor was not fuch at all by de- 
{cent; z.¢. the next Heir to the Prince reigning: But the Gor- 
dian we fpeak of} was the Son and Nephew of the two reigning 
Emperors, and that the Senates proclaiming him C¢/ar, did but 
properly declarewhat he was already ; ze. the lawful Succeffor 
to the Empire: Which the Senate could do, without waiting 
for their expref§ Confent ; and was done feveral times, as is evi- 
dent by the Examples our Author fets down. 

He proceeds to the Defence of the Arguments drawn from 
Medals, for the Hiftory of the four Gordians. He fhews that 
the difference of the Vifages of thofe which are attributed to 
Gordianws Piw, prove evidently that they are two different Gor- 
dians ; and he anfwers all the Obje€tions that can be brought 
again{t this Proof. He confirms his Opinion by a new Medal, 
and brings for that End the ingenious Conje€ture of the learned 
M. Poinard to explain thefe three Letters, A. M. K. which 
are often found onthe Money of Tar/us. He believes they de- 
note, ‘Apwele Murermaarsis Kiruxiags i.e, PECUNIA METROPOLIS 
CILICL# ; i.e. The Money of the Metropolis of Cilicia. The 
fame Author hath wittily explain’d two other Letters which 
are found on the fame Money, I. B- Ivey» Beans; i. e. DECRETO 
SENATUS ; i. e. By the Decree of the Senate. Cardinal Noris 
and all the Learned, like this Difcovery. 

After having anfwer’d the Objeftions of M. Cuper and the 
French Author, which properly concern the Hiftory of the four 
Gordians, our Author -pafles to other Remarks that. the former 
makes again{t his Book, and which don’t: properly belong to the » 
Queftion. He confeffes fome Faults which M. Cuper hath 
charg’d him with, and anfwers modeftly to other Places where 
he believes that learned Man had no reafon to reprove him. 
The Queftion on which the moft ftrefS is laid, is to know if all 
the Troops of the City were under the Command of the Pretor. 
To explain this he fhews, that befides the Pretorian Bands, 
there were Cobortes Speculatorum, Cobortes Vigilum, and Cobortes 
Urbane, Our Author fuppofes, we tho’ all thefe Troops had 

ece their 
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their particular Officers, they depended neverthelefs on the Pye. 
tor; tor which he gives Reafons. It’s truce, that there was a Go. 
vernor of the City who was created by Awguflws ; but he was 
not a Military but Civil Officer, to adminifter Juftice.. Tis this 
Officer Tacitus {peaks of in the 6th Book of his Azmales.‘ Namg; 
‘ antea, profettis Domo Regibis, ac mox Magiftratibus, ne urbs 
fine Inperio foret, in tempus deligebatur , qui Fus redderet, ac 
fubitis mederetur : i. e During the abfence of the Kings, and 
of the Magiftrates, that the City might not be without Go. 
vernment,they chofé a Governor for a time,to adminifter Juftice 
and provide for fudden Accidents. This is the Senfe of thofe 
two Verfes of Fuvena/, Satyr XIIl. v. 157. 


. c a “ 


t 


Hac quota pars feelerum, que Cuftos Gallicus Urbis 


Ujque @ Lucifero, donec lux occidat, audit. 


j. e. According to the Tranflation of P. Tarteron, and it’s but 
the leaft part of the Crimes which Gallicus, Governor of Rome, 
receives Complaints of from morning to night, 

It was Augu/tvs who inftituted the Cobortes Urbane: His Rea- 
fons for it, according to our Author, were thefe. This Emperor, 
who fear’d that a great Number of Families of Senators would 
take Arms again{t him, lifted ten Pretorian Bands, of a 1000 
Men each, to oppofe. his Enemies ; and in procefS of Time he 
faw, that thefe Troops were not fufficient to make Head againtt 
the prodigious Number of Slaves, which the great Ones of Rome 
entertain’d, and might arm again{t him, he therefore lifted four 
other Bands: But, to avoid all fufpicion, he pretended they were 
to guard the City, and for that End call’d them Cobortes Ur- 
bane. This did not hinder at all, but they were effectually his 
Guards, and depended upon’ him. : pi Os 

Although this Book be little,our Author hath amaffed together 
many — Things on the different Cohorts,and on feveral_other 
Subjects. 


Met a 


——————— 
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Metamorpbofes de la Religion Romaine, &c., 1. e. The Changes 
that have happened in the Komith Religion, which gave rife 
to feveral Queftions debated in a Letter fent to the Cardinal 

- le Camus, by the Sieur 7. Aywon, T. J. U. D. formetly Proto- 
notary Apoftolical to Pope Ivmocent Xf. and at prefent Mini- 
{ter of the Gofpel. Printed at the Hague, 1700. 12° Pages 442. 


UR Author acquaints us ia his Preface, That he did not at d 
firft defign to publifh this Letter, nor the other Anfwers 
which he gave to feveral Prelaics a nd Minifters of State of the 
Courts of Fraace and Rome, who mightily. folicited him to re- 
turn to their Communion; but fome of thofe Gentlemen and 
their Dependants, having boafted ot a Victory over our Author, 
and that they filenc’d him in Difpute ; he found himfelf oblig’d 
to publifh what he wrote of the Errors and Abufe of, théir Re- 
ligion, to one of the chief Members of the, moft illuftrios Col- 
lege of Cardinals, when he was about to leave their Commu- 
nion; wherein he maintain’d the indifpenfible Neceflity that all 
Believers lay under of doing the like. He adds, Thar fince 
thofe Gentlemen never dar’d to give any Anfwer in: Writing to 
his Oétje€tions, the World has reafon to believe that the Grie- : 
vances and Matters of Fg& againft their Religion, mentioned in 
that Letter, are certainly true. 
In order therefore to put them to filence, he publifhes this 
Book, which, he fays, did better fhut the Mouths of the moft 
learned Prelates of their Party, than the Pope’s Fingers: fhuts 
thofe of the Cardinals, when folemnly inftalled in their Con- 


fiftory. — 





This Work has for its Subje€t Queftions of Right, which our 
Author tells us thofé of the Romifh Communion cannot refolve, 
and Queftions of Fatt, which they cannot deny; and therefore 
are very proper to confound. the moft Learned, as well as the 
moft Ignorant amongft them , without any neceflity of infifting 
upon any Paffage of the Sacred Scripture, which the ignorant 
Papifts know nothing of, and which thofé of them that are 
learned elude by falfe Glofles and fubtle Diftin&tions. Both of 
em are wholly difarm’d by this new Method, being attack’d 

| Eece 2 by 
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by feveral Contradi€tions, and combated on all fides by their own 
Weapons. : 


He advances nothing that can be fufpetted, or that is not e- 
fily made out, only by reading the Works that they approve, of 
which he hath given us feveral Extratts from their laft Editions 
corrected, or rather falfitted, according to the Intentions of the 
Council of Tent, as he obferv’d when he was enquiring after the 
Truth, whilft he was yet in the Communion of the Church of 
Rome ; concerning which none of their Prelates or Divines could 
give him any fatisfa&tion. The Profeflors and Minifters of Berz 
in Swifferland have approv’d this Work, by a very ample Certifi- 
cate under their Hands. . 3 


We come now to the Book it felf, which our Author divides 
into two Parts, and each Part into three Chapters, which con- 
tains feveral Paragraphs. The firft Part hath three Demontftra- 
tion concerning the Opinions of the Church of Rome ; and the 
Second hath three others which concern their Worfhip. In the 
three firft Chapters he fhews by Proof and uncontrovertible Mat- 
ters of Faét. 

_ 1. That the Church of Rome never had the Privilege of Infal- 
libility, that fhe would arrogate to her felf; and that if it be 
allow’d her, fhe will be fo far from making any Advantage of it, 
that fhe finds her felf oblig’d to approve the Schifins which 
fhe condemns, and to Canonize the Perfons whom fhe hath Ana- 
thematiz’d. 

2. That the pretended Infallibility of the Church is incompa- 
tible with the Errors into which fhe hath fallen , infomuch 
that it is manifeft from well attefted Matters of Fact, that fince 
fhe hath erred even in Fundamental Points, fhe is condemned on 
that Head by her own Condu&, and by Confequence falls fhort 
of her Pretenfions. 

3. That all the Decifions of the Council of Trent, founded 
upon Tradition, ought to be rejetted, if we have any deference 
for the Traditions of the Holy Fathers ; otherwife, if they will 
— thefe, they do thereby renounce the Do€trine of the Fa-. 

ers. ) : 

In the three laft Chapters he fhews, by Extra&ts from the 
Breviary, the Ceremonial and Roman Miffal. 


1. That there have been great Variations in the Worfhip of 
the Church of Rome. rad 
2. 
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2. That it is at prefent oppofite to the Do&trine of the Council 
of Trent. 

3, That it is full of fich Things as: neceffarily engage its 
Members in Idolatry , Impicty, Hypocrifie, Superttition, and 
Pra&tifes as inconfiftent with themfelves as with the Chriftian 
Faith. 
 Thefe are the fix Propofitions our Author lays down to prove ° 
that it is abfolutely neceffary to abandon the Communion of the 
Church of Rome at this time, becaufe her Doftrine and Worfhip 
can neither fubfift together nor apart. - 

The firft Part contains three Chapters upon the Do€trine of 
the Church of Rome : In which he demontftrates, 1. That fhe 
is not Infallible. 2. That fhe hath erred formerly. 3. That 
fhe doth err at prefent. 

The firft Chapter contains four Paragraphs; in which he 
gives us the Definition, the Inquiries into, the Diificulties and 
the Confequences of the pretended Infallibility of the Church of 
Rome. 

Infallibility, he fays, cannot be taken in more than three dif- 
ferent Senfes : And, rft. Ific be taken for that which hath been 
believed or univerfally practifed by all thofé that have compofed 
the vifible Church in the extent of all Ages, that can neither be 
maintain’d nor prov’d, becaufe *tis impoflible to know what 
hath been fo univerfally- believed and praétifed ; for to this End 
we muft make an exatt Enquiry into the unanimous Confent of 
all Perfons that have lived in the Chriftian Church ; and in or- 
der to this, we muft have all the Books that have been wrote 
amongft the different Nations of the World, underftand all their 
Languages, and read over an infinite number of Volumes; we 
muft recover all the loft Works, and fee if what they contain 
’ agree with what we have remaining, which is altogether im- 
poflible. We muftfuppofe that all Men have wrote what they 
believed in Matters of Religion ; whereas tis certain that the 
Number of thofe who have not wrote is incomparably greater 
than the Number of thofeé who have. We muft then raifé the 
Dead, and hear them fpeak one after another; for, if we keep. 
by fome Books of the Ancients, that is not to follow the grea-. 
teft Number, nor the Catholick Church; but, on the contrary, 
the leaft confiderable Part of the Univerfal Church. Befides, 
we muft diftinguifh what’ Authors have wrote in copying after 


others, from their own true and natural Sentiments, and alfo be- 
qth twixt. 
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twixt their falfe and genuine Works, betwixt thofe that have 
been interpolated, and thofe that have not, betwixt that which 
is their own particular Opinion, and that which was the genera} 
Belief of the Age. We mutt rely upon their fingle Word, and 
believe that none among them was capable of difguifing his 
Thought, or of being deceived, and that all of them were of the 
{ame Opinion, in all Points, and in all that) was prattifed in Re. 
ligion, which is abfolutely falfe. | 

All the Points now controverted muft have been decided in a 
clear and evident Manner, and. generally received ‘by all without 
any Contradiction , otherwile we cannot Know whether their 
Belief was the fame with ours ; but it is certain our Controver- 
fies were not then decided : Befides, they did not agree in every 
Thing that they were to practife and believe; for, if we examine 
their Sentiments, we fhall find that not only, the ancient Fathers 
had very confiderable Controverfies and Difputes, but alfo that 
the. fame Authors ,coytraditted themfelves; as for Inftance, 
St. Auguftin, whowrtote two whole Volumes of Retra€tations. 
Thefe are more than fufficient to demonftrate, that *tis impofliblé 
to know what hath been univerfally believed and praétifed 
in the univerfal Church, from the Coming of our Saviour to this 
Time. 

In the 2d Place, if it be faid that the Church of every Age 
cannot err ; that’s to fay, for Example, that what was generally 
believ’d and practifed, without any. Controverfie in the Church 
in the firft Ages, was good and true. This is fo far from being 
truth, that we need but a very little acquaintance with Eccle- 
fia{tical Hiftory to be convine’d of thecontrary. Irene, Sozo- 
men, Iheodoret, lfidore, Auguftin, Tertullian, E, + seh Ex/fe- 
bius, Clemens Alexandrinus, and many other Writers of that 
Time fhew how many differing Pra€tifes and Opinions there were 
then amongt{t Chriftians. | : 

Our Author in the next Place inftances in the Differences that 
were amongft the Primitive Chriftians, even in the Times of the 
Apoftles, and thofe immediately following, as is evident from 
the Herefies of Cerinthus, Ba/filides, Saturnius, the Nicholaits, 
Carpocratians, &c. +4 

In the third Place he fays, If they maintain that ‘the Infalli- 
bility lies in the greateft Number, and predominant Party, then 
thofe who opprefs the other by Authority, Intrigues, Arms, or 
any other manner whatever, muft needs be truly Infallible _ 
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fons, and, according to this Principle, the Jews and Pagans 
ought not to have abandoned their Keligion to embrace that of 
the Chriftians who were fewer in Number; and the Worfhip 
and Doétrine of the other was always approv’d by the Sove- 
raign Pontifs Rabbins, Sanhedrims and Councils. 

According to this Maxim, thofe who call themf{elves Apofto- 
lical Koman Catholicks, muft needs have been Arians, had they 
liv’d in the 3d Age of the Church, and by confequence Maho- 
metans in the 6th, becaufe Mahometi{m is farther ipread through 
the World, authoriz’d by the Grand Seignior, and approv’d by 
their Cadi’s, Doftors and Mufti; upon whofe Judgment all things 
depend, &c. 

The fecond Paragraph fhews the neceflity of making an En- 
quiry into the Truth of the Dottrines of Religion, and efpe- 
cially into that of the Infallibility-of the Church. 

Our Author fhews, that what hath been faid againft the In- 
fallibility of the Church of Rome, evinces the neceflity of making 
an Enquiry into the Points of Religion ; for there’sa neceffity of 
knowing, if what is taught and prattis’d at prefent in the Church 
of Rome, asto Dottrine and. Worthip, was confirm’d by the Con- 
fent of all preceeding Ages. 

Were it true that the Church is Infallible, it cannot be in any 
thing elfe ( by the Confeflion of the Roman Catholicks them- 
felves ) but in fuch as they agree with the Church of all Ages, 
and all Perfons that compoie the fame’; this would not hinder 
her from erring in thofe Things wherein fhe difter’d from the 
Confent of the ancient Church ; which, by neceflary Confé- 

uence , fubmits her Decifions, Do€trines and Cuftoms.to a 
Superior Rule and Authority, according to’ which they muft be 
examined. 4h 

Befides, the Church of Rome her felf always exhorts thofe 
who are of other Religions to embrace hers ; which is an-evi- 
dent Proof that fhe cannot take it ill, if all thofe to whom fhe 
addreffes her Exhortations examine the new Doétrine fhe pro- 
pofes to them, and by comparing it with that of their Anceftors, 
make choice afterwards of that which they think trueft ; other- 
wife they muft; be void of Senfe, to leave their Religion for 
another unknown.to them, if they. had not examin’d it before- 
hand, or if fhe. did not allow them to examine it when ‘fhe 
preaches it to them. | | 


Then - 
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Then why fhould any Man born in the Church of Rome be 
depriv’d of that Liberty, and be oblig’d to follow the Religion 
of his Anceftors blindfold, becaufe he is told it is the beft, with. 
out their affigning any Proof for it ? He that does f0, would do 
the {ame were he born in any other Society whatever ; and, by 
Confequence, isa Man without Faith, becaufe he has no certain- 
ty for what he believes. 

In the third Paragraph he gives us an Account of the Diffi. 
culties which flow or refult from the Syftem of the Infallibility 
of the Church. 

If there were, fays he, Reafons {trong enough to oblige us 
to believe that the Chriftian Church cannot err; the Church of 
Rome can no ways boatt of that Privilege, without giving fpe- 
cial Evidence for it, and anfwering the ar erp againtt it. 

She, fays the Catholick Church, \is Infallible, and quotes fome 
Scriptures for it, that {peak only of the Chriftian Church in ge. 
neral; and tho’ they fay, the Gates of Hell fhall not prevail 
again{t her; it does not thence follow that fhe fhall not err. 

But granting that the Catholick Church hath the Privilege of 
_ being Infallible ; our Author defies all the Doftors of the Church 

of Rome to remove the Difficulties that remain, nor to refolve 
the 15 Queftions following. 

1. Which that Univerfal Church is, to whom that Privilege 
is afcrib’d.by the Word of God ? 

2. When it was that the Univerfal Church affembled in one 
Place, to give Publick Judgment upon the Points now in Con- 
troverfie ? | 

3. Where Chrift hath promifed that Infallibility to the Uni- 
verfal Church concerning the Right of Judging, and of what na- 
ture it is, if limited or not, by what Laws, on what Occafions, 
and what Heads ? . 

4. Where do we find that the Univerfal Church fhall be al- 
ways vifible, that the fucceflion of her Paftors fhall be uninter- 
rupted in the See of Rome ; and that thereby we fhall know the 
true Church, as by an infallible Mark ¢ 

5- What there is to oblige us to believe that the Weftern or — 
Roman Church is the Church Univerfal and Infallible, and: that 
fhe alone hath the Privilege of being fo, and always fo, exclu- 
fively of the Eaftern or Greek Church, and all the reft that are 
not fubjeft to the Pope of Rome ¢ 
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6. In whom this Infallibility refides, in the Pope in a Coun. 
cil or in the Perfons of all the Bifhops, prelates and other Ec- 
clefiaftics that are in the World. 

7. If no Pope or Council ev’n General hath err’d, if none 
of them have ever decided or eftablifh’d things contrary to others, 
and if they always agreed in all things relating to Faith, muan- 
ners the Authority of the Scripture, the number of Canonical 
Books and Traditions. 

8. If they have erred, and may be corre€ted asSt. Agustin fays, 
againft the Doxatiffs, 1. 2. Chzp. 3. and if they differ upon fome 
of thefe Points as the fincereft of them do confef$, what’ aili- 
rance can we haveof the Infallibility of the Council ot Prezr, 
of the Popes and of the Roman Church of thofe Times. 

9. If the great Authority which fhe fometimes had, _ hin- 
ders that in procefS of time the might not have tallen into great 
Corruption, as the Cardinal Baronius, Genebrard and feveral 
others have confeisd, and if all her Crimes and Errors ought 
not to diminifh the eftcem theyshad of her before according to 
the rule of St. Hilary in his Commentary on Mart. Chap. 5. 

10. If the Affiftance of the Holy Ghoft was promifed to the 
Church of Rome alone, or to the Councils that are aflembled by 
her Authority and in the Sole Extent of her Jurifdiction, or 
whether it was not promis’d to thofe who affemble in the Name 
of Jefus Chrift, in a place where the Legates of Rome are not 
fent to prefide.in the Name of the Pope, sas Agobard maintain’d 
in the roth Century in his Treatife of Difpenfation, Chap. 20, 
Page 128. Part 1. : 

11. If the Catholick Faith confifts precifélytng@@ll that the 
Church of Rome believes at the time, and Judé muft be- 
lieve, or rather in that which is own’d to have been receiv’d, 
wrote and taught by an unanimous Confent amongit all Chrifti- 
ans. without interruption fince the time of the Apoitles till our 
days, renee to the rule of Vincentius, Lerinenfis in his 
Commentary, Page 318. of the Edition at Bafe. 

12. If it be juft to lay down this Rule, to witt, that when 
an Opinion or Worthip is received by all chofe who are at pre 
fent in the Church of Rome, without our being able to difto- 
ver the certain time when it was introducd, we muft believe 
without any doubt that it is of Apoftolical Inftitution ? Whe- 
ther that ought to be applied to all Opinions of the Church of 
Rome at this time, or whether on ys aa that Rule does 

res not 








594 Che orks. of the. Lzarnep, 


not ferve to authorife the Errors and Changes, that are infenfi. 
bly .crept into the Church by the Succeflion of Times? If this 
Principle be not deftroy’d by the Do&trines and Worfhips whofe 
beginning we know, as tor Example in the 7th 8th.and oth Century, 
when the Patriarch of Rome would have taken the. Title of 
Univerfal Bifhop, that he introduced Image Worfhip and Ttan. 
fubftantiation and feveral other things in the mew Articles of 
Faith, of which moft Hiftorians fhew the Origine. 

13. If it may not happen that the Popes and Councils judge 
in Favour, and according to the proper Interefts of the. par- 
ticular Churches that united themf€lves to that of Rome in the 
Weft, whilft the reft have preferv’d their ancient Liberty Indepen. 
dance and Priviledges in the Eaft. | 

14. If we are to hold by all the Decifions of the. Popes and 
Councils that have been approv'd in the Church .of- Rome, as 
for Example by thefe of the Popes Liberias, Vigilius, Honori- 
us, Gregory Il. and ill. Adrian 1. Nicholas 1. Adrian Il. Fobn VI. 
To thofe of the Succeflion of Formofus, Gregory Vl. Alexan- 
der ll. Innocent Ul. Boniface VIII. Fobn XXII. 7c. To thofe 
of the Councils where the Popes had moft Liberty, as for Ex- 
ample to the fecond Council of Nice that favour’d Image 
Worthip, that of Conftantinople againtt Photius, thofe of 
Rome commonly call’d the General Councils of the Latran, 
and laftly, thofe of Conftance and Trent, in which, Hiftory ac- 
quaints us with fo many Intrigues that were: carried on in favour 
of the Court of Rome. | 

15. If it be juft dnd reafonable that a part of the Church fhould 
erect it felf into a Soveraign Tribunal to judge with an abfolute 
Authority over the other part, which is as confiderable as it felf, 
at a time when the Dottrine or the Authority of the one or the 
other is call’din queftion. “If that Authority which was doubt- 
ful formerly be not more fo, when one of the Parts fuppofes it in 
its own Favour, by judging definitively in irs own Caufe,that not- 
with{tanding the oppofition of its Rival that right belongs to 
it, and that the other part, tho’ perhaps more confiderable- than 
it felf, fhould never‘have any right to difpute it, .nor to pretend 
to have any fhare in that Priviledge which wascommon to them 
sas" cher that Judgment was given. by any. of » the Parties In- 
trefted. corti 

Thofe Queftions of fa&t andright, deferve well to be exami- 
ned fays our Author, before compliance mca? of 
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Rome, for if in examining them.we find any falfé Suppofition, it en- 

tirely deftroys her pretended Infallibility. But it is evident that 

thofe who call themfelves the only Catholicks, have never prov’d 

nor will never be able to prove the Juftice of their Pretenfions, 

upon thefe Articles no more than upon many others of the fame 
ature, that are pafSd over in filence. 

In the fourth Paragraph he gives us an Account of the Con- 
fequences that may be drawn from the Priviledge of Infallibilty 
againft the Church of Rome, by fuppofing that the Church Ca- 
tholick Reprefentative cannot err. 

The Church of Rome he fays, does not call her felf infallible, 
but becaufe fhe believes her felf to be Catholick, and fhe founds 
her Catholicity upon the great number of Chriftians, and _parti- 
cular Churches that fubmit to her, which at prefent furpaf§ in 
number thofé that acknowledge the Patriarchs of the Eaft for 
their Head and not the Roman Pontits. But fays, he was it 
never known that the death or difperfion of fome particular Per- 
fons, abolifh’d the Priviledges of a Nation that is always the 
fame, and of a People or Religious Society, that governs them- 
felves in every thing according to the ancient Difcipline of their 
Leaders, who are eleéted and continue to prefide over them. 
Yet this is the unjuft Pretenfion of the Church of Rome, who 
will have the Greeks to be falln from their Priviledges and be- 
come Schifimaticks, fince the number of Chriftians is diminith’d 
in the Eaft and increafed in the Weft, and thereupon arrogates 
to her felf the right to condemn all thofé that are out of her 
Communion, and pretends to Infallibility in her Decifions, be- 
caufe fhe hath found the way to extend her Jurifdi€tion farther 
than fhe did before. But he fays, if we look back to the Ori- 
gin of that call’d the Greek Schifm. We fhall find that the 
Council call’d the eight oecumenical Council, was only com- 
pofs'd of 102 Bifhops to which the Greek Church oppofs’d another 
of 380 Bifhops which they alfo call’d the eight oecumenical 
Council of the Eaftern Church, and condemned that of the Weft- 
esn Church. | 

By ‘this it is evident, that the Authority of the Church of Rome 
was then reduc’d to the fame. Point, it was atin the fourteenth 
Century when the Schifm divided thofe of her Communion into 
two Factions, viz. thofe of Urban VI. and Clement VII. when 
each Party had their Pope and Excommunicated one another. 
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Then looking back to the Origin of the Greek Schifin, what 
reafon had the Latim Church that did not then ‘make up one 
half of the Catholick Church, to-ufurp that Name’ and judge 
definitively and in a Soveraign Manner in her own Caufe, when 
the Keatons fhe now alledges for her Catholicity and Infallibiji- 
ty were on the fide of the Greeks. This fays our Author, is a 
pinching Confequence for the Church of Rome, to have been 
condemned by another Church more confiderable than her 
felf. 

Their only ihift to avoid this, is to make themfelves Judges in 
their own Canie, thinking that their Pope’s will condemn all 
thoie that ieperate from their Communion as Schifmaticks, but 
here they are miitaken, thro’ the Ignorance of the Hiftory of 
theit own Popes who have approv’d the Conduét of Schifmaticks, 
and own’d that their Patriarcs were Popes lawfully eftablifh’d, and 
the Bifhops, Ecclefiaftics and Chriftians who fubmitted to them 
very good Catholicks. This he fays, is another Confequence ve- 
try prejudical to the Church of Rome, which is confirm’d by a 
thoufand Proofs, of which he gives us one that may ferve in- 
{tead or all. The matter in hand he tells us, is to fhew that thofe 
who live in the Communion of Schifmaticks, or the Authors of 
Schifin are not out of the Church nor in a State of Damnation, 
according to the Opinion of Catholicks. 

The Authors he quotes, are Cardinal Baronius in his Annals, 
and Cardinal Bed/armin in his Hiftory of the Popes. The for- 
mer fays, that Pope Vigi/ius during the two firft Years of his 
Pontificat was a Schifmatick, an Ufurper of the Bifhoprick of 
Sylvefter, whom the Hereticks got banifh’d, that they might fet 
one in his place who had promis’d to Communicate with them, 
and in effet Vittor of ‘Tumis in his Chronicle, and Liberat in 
his Breviary Chap. 22. fay, that affoon as he was in pofléffion of 
the Papacy, he wrote to Hereticks as having the fame Faith with 
them, Be//ermin declares, that at that time Vigzdi¢s was an An- 
tipope, and Schifmatick, becaufe Sy/vefter the lawful Pope was 
then alive, and there could not be two lawful Popes at once, 
Cardinal Baronis and Peta fay the fame thing. Yet it is cet- 
tain that during thofe two Years of the Schifm, Vigi/ius was 
peaceably own’d as Roman Pontif by all Chriftendom. No 
Church refus’d Communion with him, nor did any Bifhop 1¢- 
tire from him as a Schifmatick, then all the World was Schifma- 
tick with him, and by Conféquence there was no Church - be 
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Earth, nor Salvation, if it be crue that the Church of Rome is 
the only Church out of which, there is no true Religion that is 
- acceptable to God. , 

The Church of Rome then having thus loft by Schifm the 
Form of a true Church, how was it reitor’d to her, was ic them- 
felves ? But who could give Right toaB ooy of Schifmaticks, 
cut off from the Communion of God and the Covenant of Jefus 
Chrift, to make a lawful Pope of a Rebel, a Schifmatick, an 
excommunicated Perfon,a Man who by Pope Sy/vefter’s Sentence, 
could not exercife any Priefily Function ? 

Yet this is what the Schifmatical Koman Clergy did, and for 
this Reafon the Popes, and all thofé of the Communion of the 
Church of Rome, who at this day call themfélves Catholicks 
and Apoftolick, are nothing but the Succeflors of this ufurping 
Pope, and of thofe People excommunicated by Pope Si/veffer, 
who died in Exile, without ever revoking his Sentence pro- 
nounc’d againft this talfe Pope and his Adherents. 

From all this it refults, That if Pope Si/veffer and the Ca- 
tholick Church in his time were Infallible in their Decifions, all 
thofe of the Roman Communion that have been fince, or that 
fhall be to the End of the World, fhall be infallibly damned, 
according to the fame infallible Judgment, by which they would 
at this day condemn all thofe that are out of the Church. 

Our Author puthes this yet further, and fays, that the Church 
of Rome, after having condemned her felf, is obliged to pro- 
nounce a Sentence of Abfolution in favour of all. the Schifma- 
ticks, and to approve by Authentick Bulls the Condu& of the 
Chriftians who refufed to obey her, who.abandon’d her Com- 
munion, and fought how to deftroy the Pontifical Empire, by 
throwing themfelves into the Party of the Anti-Popes. 


He proves it according to their Principles thus. 


The Church of Rome is the only Church, out of which 


there is no Salvation. 
There’s no Perfon of her Communion who denies this. 


Then all thofe who were faved. were Members of the Ca- 
tholick Church. 


This 
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This Confequence is as true as the antecedent. 


_.. But it is fo, that the Schifmaticks and thofe who die out 
of the Communion of the Church of Rowe are faved. 


‘ ‘Then the Schifmaticks and thofe who die feparted from the 
~ Communion of the Church of Rome ought to be Cano- 
nifed and not Anathematized. 


Perhaps they will deny thofe two Propofitions : But here’s 
Proof for them, fays our Author, to the Confufion of the Church 
of Rome. 

Let thofe Gentlemen, who are fo much inelin’d to damn 
the World without Mercy, take the Pains, if they pleafe, to ex- 
amine one Matter of Fa&t that I fhall lay before them, and which 
ought to decide this Queftion. It’s this, that during the great 
Schifm of the Anti-Popes, that was terminated by the Council 
of Conftance ; There were Saints whom the Church of Rome 
hath canoniz’d, and whom {fhe invokes, that lived and died un- 
der contrary Popes, and who by confequence, one or other of 
them, muft have died ina real Schifm. - For, in 1380, St. Catha- 
vine of Sienna, died under the Obedience of Urban VI. In 1381, 
St. Catharine of Sweden, Daughter to St. Briget, died under the 
fame Obedience. In 1395, St. Margaret of Picene died under 
the Obedience of his Succeffor. On the other part, in 1382, 
St. Peter of Luxemburg died under the Obedience of Clement, who 
was Anti-Pope to Urban: And fometime after St. Vincent Ferrier 
liv’d and did Miracles under Bennet, Anti-Pope to Gregory XII. 
From whence it refilts, that thofé who die out of her Commu- 
nion are fav’d, and that by confequence fhe ought to Canonize 
them, as fhe did then, and approve their Sentiments, which fhe 
condemns and looks upon at prefent as Errors and Herefies ; 
which isa convincing Proof that fhe is neither Infallible in Fact 
nor Right ; and that they may be fav’d who maintain what fhe 
condemns, notwithftanding all her Anathema’s. We mutt refer 
the further Account of this Book till next Month. 
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Difcours Philofophique fur la Creation & P Arrangement du 
Monde: 1. €. A Philofophical Difcourfe of the Creation of 
the World, and fetting it in order ; wherein is difcovered, the 
Relation there is amongft the Creatures, and their Dependance 
upon the Laws of Providence. By M. 7. F: Vallade, D. E.M. 
Printed at Amfterdam, 1700, 8° Pages 334. 


O give ageneral Idea of this Book, we may fay that it is a 
T Syftem of the Univerfe, (in as much as it comprehends Cor- 
poreal and Spiritual Beings ) compofed by a Chriftian of the Re- 
formed Religion, who follows in general the Principles of De- 

cartes and thofe of Father Ma/ebranche, his fam’d Difciple, 
in fo far as he thinks they agree with the Reformation. Yet he 
does. not follow then fo clofe in every thing, but that fometimes 
he differs from them both in regard of the kundamental Do&trine 
and Expreffions. | 

Our Author .begins with his Divifion of the World into Ma- 
terial and Spiritual , or Corporeal, becaufé all the Creatures 
that compofe the fame are reduc’d to thofe two forts of Be- - 
ings: 
Afes this he comes to Particulars. He {peaks of the Creation 
inthe firft Chapter. : He fhews there m afew words the ab- 
furdity of the Opinion of thofe Philofophers who thought that 
the Worid was Eternal. He fhews that Men are. forc’d toac- 
knowledge a firft Being, on which all the reft depend... He main- 
tains alfo Atomes; that is to fay, according as he-explains him - 
felf, certain Particles. into which God hath divided Matter, thar 
are of different Figures, and cannot be:further,-divided. by ‘the 
power of Nature. This Divifion of Matter he takes ftom the 
Motion that God hath given it, there being no, moving it with- 
out divifion. For, fays our Author, Motion: being nothing elfe 
but the tranfporting of one Body from the Neighbourhood of 
thofe which immediately encompafs it,:to the Neighbourhood 
of other Bodies; it’s evident that Matter could not move with- - 
out divifion. Matter being once divided into its parts, thofe 
parts cannot be any more divided by all the powers of Nature. 
Thefé Powers are nothing elfe but the Motion that God infpir’d 


Matter with at firft: Now we muft conceive that this Motion 
was 
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was at firft infpir’'d in the higheft degree that could be, and that 
it could not be augmented afterwards for the fame End, fince 
tis the Will of God that produc’d it. God then at firft divided 
Matter into all the Parts into which it is divifible, and by that 
Motion God fix’d the Quantity and Figure of the -firft Princi. 
ples. Perhaps it may be objetted, That God having at firft gi- 
ven a certain quantity of Motion, to the divers portions of Mat- 
ter that he had created, this Matter was by the fame way di- 
vided into certain parts proportion’d to the quantity of that Mo- 
tion. But fince by the Laws ot Motion, it might happen that 
{ome one of thofe Parts having communicated their Motion to 
thofe that touch’d them, either in whole or in part, thofe ha- 
ving acquir’d a more rapid Motion than they had at firft, 
had {trength enough to break themfelves into Parts {till lef, 
than thofe into which they were at firit divided. Our Author 
explains the Communication of Motion much in the fame man- 
ner as Father Mua/ebranche , that is to fay, he believes that the 
Body that moves, is only the occafion of the Motion which God 
himfelf produc’d in the Body that it runs againft or touches. 
This is the moft reafonable of any thing that Men have been able 
to fay hitherto; but there be many People who think that this 
is rather to cut than unty the Knot. Ic is faid, that one of the 
gteat Philofophers of this Age hath found out a Demontfiration, 
to prove that created Beings have fome Efficacy. Every one 
ought to ‘folicite him” to publifh fuch a fine and ufeful Dif 
covery. 3 . 

Our Author thinks that all inanimate Beings are only the re- 
fult of the firft Divifion of Matter, and of the Laws of Motion, 
that God hath-eftablifh’d , but for Plants and Animals, he main- 
tains that their Produétion cannot be referr’d to fuch unfet- 
tled Caufeés, and that it is the particular Will of God that pro- 
duc’d them. 7 | 

In his fecond Chapter. he treats of the Order of inanimate 
Creatures, and fhews that the fame Being that created the 
World governs it. Be believes that Comets, properly fpeaking, 
are neither Stars nor Planets, but partake of the Nature of 
both; the Matter of which they are form’d being too fubtle 0 
form fuch mafly Bodies asthe Planets. That fame Matter, ac- 
cording to our Author, is not difengaged enough to fix it felf a 
Place in the Heavens. 
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In his third Chapter he treats of Plants and fhews what Re 
lation they have to the Materia Sxbtilis, that is one of the Grand 
Principles, on which his Syftem is founded. There he explains 
mechanically how they are nouriflrvd, how they grow, their 
Qualities and their Vertues, he fhews the Relation of agreement 
or difagreement that is found betwixt certain Plants, and endea- 
vours to explain the Reafons of it. He fhews the Relation that 
Plants have to Animals, and how providence hath in certain 
places of the Earth, made up the defect of fome things neceffa- 
ry to the Life of Animals, by others that are not to be found 
elfewhere. Thus it is faid that in the Ifle of Fer one of the 
Canaries, where there is neither Fountain nor River, there are 
certain Trees always covered with Clouds, which diftil Water in 
{uch abundance from their Branches as is fufficient for the ufé of 
all the Men and Beafts in the Ifland. Thus Plants ferve not 
onlv for the nourifhment of Animals, but there are fome that 
ferve alfo to quench their Thirft, and to cure their Diftempers. 
God who was willing to preferve them having provided them 
with the means neceffary to that End. Nay a certain Learned 
Man hath ventur’d to advance, that by the Nature of Plants 
which grow in a Country, the Nature of the Difeafes to 
which the Inhabitants of that Country are fubje€t may be known. 
But this Maxim muft not be extended too far; fince it would 
thence follow, that People fhould have no need of the Plants of 
other Countries againft their Diftempers, which very few Phyfi- 
cians will agree to. 

In his fourth Chapter he treats of Animals, and explains the 
Relation they have to the Matera Subtilis, Elements and other 
Beings. He endeavours to give the Mechanical Reafon of what 
is call’d their Inftin&t, and explains feveral other things that he 
thinks have not been hitherto explain’d. He fhews that the firft 
Animals that came out of the hands of God, muft have been 
perfect the firft Moment of their Exiftence, that they might af&tu- _ 
ally produce one another, and preferve the Species in their In- 
dividuals. He fhews why Fifhes have need of breathing in: or- 
der to live, and why they always die when expos’d to the Air. He 
alledges they hear Noife, tho’ we have not hitherto been able to 
diftinguifh in them the Organ of Hearing. He thinks that the 
Undulations of the Water {trikes thofe Animals in fome of their 
Parts, that we have not yet been able to difcover, and thereby 
occafions their hearing. It is not however but by their f{eeing, 
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that they are ftightened when People walk:upon ‘the ‘Barks. of | 
Waters where they are. For if we be ftill, let-us make what 
noife we can they will not fly. The reafon according to oy; 

Author is that the Air which is pufh’d by the Voice, hath not 

ftrength enough to produce that Agitation in the Water, which 
is capable to excite in the Fifh the Senfation of hearing... More- 
over when our Author {peaks of Seeing and Hearing with: refe. 
rence to Brutes, he will not allow us to: take thofe Terms. for 
any thing elfe but Motions that are excited in their Organs, for 
he looks upon Bruits to be only pure Machines, and believes 
that to be fenfible is the property of an Intelligent Being, which 
cannot agree to matter, this isthe Opinion of the ' Cortefians, 
That which he hath more particular is this, that he does not be. 
lievé that by the firft Inftitution of Nature. Wolves were in- 
clin’d to fall upon other living Animals as their Prey, but thinks 
the difpofition of their Machine inclined them only to feed upon 
Carrion. But if that were true of Wolves, it would be fo al- 
fo of many other terreftrial Animals Birds, and Fifhes, that feed 
upon other live Animals, and if we mutt eftablifh that! Thefis in 
this Generality, it would be very difficult, to affign. a Caufe of 
the Change that hath happened to this firft'order of Nature; 
for to attribute it tothe Sin of Man. were to pufh the Effects 
of that Fall very far. We muft go a great way about to de- 
monitrate that a Pike does not now wait till the Perch be dead, 
but fwallows it alive, becaufe Adzm eat of the forbidden Fruit. 
We fee in this Chapter, the mechanical Explication of the moft 
furprizing Actions of Animals, but how ingenious foever the 
Thoughts of our Author be upon this Subject, thofe Philofo- 
‘phers who. are moft inclinable to believe that Beafts are nothing 
but pure Machines, mutt yet fairly ‘confefs, that they perform 
feveral Actions of which they. are not able to explain the Me: 
chanifm. It would be much fhorter for them to fay in General, 
that God who would have their Machine to fubfift for fome 
~ time, hath’ by his Infinite Wifdom difpos’d their Parts conveni- 

ently for thar End... | . 

In the fitth Chapter our Author treats.of Angels. He agrees 
that we cannot be certain there are any, without Revelation, but 
reafon does not tell us neither, that there are none. ‘It is becaule 
Man hath loft his Innocence, that he hath no more commerce 
with thofe Spiritual Beings. If he could entertain Correfpon- 
dence with them; he would doubt lefs of their Exiftence pax 
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of that of the Spirits of other Mem, becaufe thofe Intelligen™ 
ces are not united to Bodies, that can impofe upon him, and 
hinder his: arriving to that Knowledge at one fingle view, and 
by one fingle apprehenfion of his Mind. Our Author alledges 
that theres no difference among{t Angels, and that the Faculties 
of fome arennot more excellent than thefé. of others. He does 
not afcribe any Power properly {peaking to thofe Intelligences, 
and looks upon them only as occafional Caufes of the Move- 
ments that they feem to caufé in Nature. They are free Agents 
who can will fuch orfuch a thing. Its in that only their Power 
confifts, they will and God executes; God is willing to affix 
a certain Meafire of his Power to their Will to put it in operation 
when they defire it. So that the Power of created Spirits is no 
other then that of their Creator. } 

As to. thofé Angels that fell, our Author fuppofes it might hap- 
pen thus. God when he created them fet them over his Works, 
He gave them a Power over all fenfible Beings. He fetled them 
as Governours of the Elements and mixt Bodies. It was by 
them, in a Word, that he was willing to extend his Power over 
the Univerfe, ‘but thofe Angels abus’d their Authority, and fee- 
ing all Nature fubje€ted to their Will, they by a falfe Judgment 
afcrib’d this Submiffion of the Creatures to their own Perfecti- 
ons, forgeting that they themfelves were at firft created out of 
nothing, fo that they revolted againft their Creator, much 
as Governours of Provinces do again{t their Soveraigns, when 
they have gain’d the Afteftions of the People. After this Crime 
God might have reduc’d them to nothing, but did not, becaufe 
fays our Author they might ftill be of fome uf€ to his Defigns, 
he could make ufé even of their Malice to produce good. The 
did not then lofé their Being, but they have for ever loft their 
Felicity. It might be added, perhaps that their Annihilation 
would not have been a Punifhment proportion’d enough to their 
Crime. | : 

His fixth and laft-Chapter treats. of Man. He explains 
the Relation that Man hath by his Body to other Creatures, 
and thofe that he*hath to God as his Creator and Redeemer. 
He explains the Union of the Soul with the Body much as Fa- 
ther Malebranche does. ‘He believes with him that in the State 
of Innocence,: Man had Powerto put a ftop to all the Motions 
that External Objefts could excite in his Body, and which had 
they: gone{.too far would have exdited his love too fituch, and 
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made him forget his Duty. He explains afterwards how Man, 
fell from this State by his Sin. oon as he became difobedi- 
ent, God revok’d the Law that he impos’d upon himfelf 
to fufpend the Communication of Movements in his Favour. 
He was able before to have ftop’d the moft violent Movements, 
but then he was fenfible of the leaft Motion. His Senfes and 
Paffions tyrannisd over him, and he became the Slave of 
his Body, whereas before he. was Mafter of it. Here he 
fhews how Man being once a Sinner, communicated that 
Corruption to his Defcendants, without its being poflible, that 
naturally the thing fhould fall out otherwife.. He gives us a 
large Explication, of whatConfcience is, of the Fountains 
of Self Love, and of the Origin of. all. Criminal Paffions 
and A&tions. Heis of Opinion that the, diforderly Seafons, the 
Hail which deftroys the Fruits of the Earth, the Thunder 
that breaks down Trees, and crufhes Animals, the Pefti 
lence that difpeoples whole Cities, Monfters, and. a great 


number of fuch like Effe€ts, are not. of the firft Infticution, :s | 


and fhould not perhaps have been the Confequences of the 
fame Laws that made the World, had. not Sin introduc’d 
them. At leaft, fays he, we dont comprehend the Ends that 
Providence fhould have propos’d. to its: felf by difpofing Na- 
ture to fuch Effects. In this he varies from. the Opinion of 
Father Malebranche afcribes moft of. thofe. Effetts to the ge: 
neral Laws of Motion. He confeflés that God ought always 
to act by fimple Methods, and being willing to create 
a World, he ought to have created it as perfect as we can 
conceive it to be, and we may conceive it without..thofe 
Irregularities. The fhorteft ways then are thofé which con 
pris him. not to any Work whatever, but.to works worthy 
him. ; 
Hence he concludes that.all thofe Effef&ts we have now been 
{peaking of, are mot the Confequences of the firft Inftituti-. 
on, nor of the firft Laws that God eftablifh’d when he crea- 
ted the World.. : 
That which is difficult to. conceive, is, That the Sin of Man 
fhould be the Caufé of all thefé Diforders. It would. feem, that 
how great foever may be the Motions that it can produce, they 
could never go fo far as to caufe fuch fenfible Effe&ts.as the Mo- 
tions alledg’d.. M. Val/ade anfwers, That all thofe Beings being 
contiguowp all the Parts of Matter touching one.another, a Bo- 
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dy could not be made togo out of its place,without it go to rake 
up that of its Neighbour, and this the place of that which im- 
mediately touch’d it, and fo on until the Motion with which 
the firft was pufh’d on, is at laft communicated entirely. We 
fee that the Motion of one fale little Body communicates it felf 
to an infinite Number of others, that a {mall Spark caufes a con. 
fiderable Flame; a fmall Vapour rifing from a Privy, infeéts the 
Air-of a whole Province, and fometimes of a whole Kingdom. 
It was obferv’d, that not long ago the Vapour of a Houfe of Of: 
fice infetted all Ewrope. In the mean time, our Author does not 
pretend that all thofe Diforders, now obferv’d, in the World, . 
did immediately follow the Fall of the firft Man. He maintains 
only that then the Laws of: Nature began to change in their Ef- 
fe&ts, and that Man continuing in his Crime; ftraying more and . 
more from his Origine, and advancing in WickednefS, his A@tions 
became more irregular, and the Diforder augmented in Nature, 
He forgets not what St. Paw/ fays, Rom. chap. 8. That the Crea- 
tures groan and travail in-pain until now. . Which he explains 
of the irregular Motions, that forces them out of their Rank 
and natural Situation. 

Ir being the part of a Philofopher, not to have recourfe to . 
the Power of .God, till natural RKeafon fails him in explaining . . 
Effe&ts. Our Author endeavours to find the Reafon, why the 
Life of Man is fo confiderably fhortened fince the Deluge. . He 
confeffes thar the. Plants and Fruits; upon which he Hed, receiv’d 
fome change in their. fubftance ; and he believes that they con- 
tinued neverthelefS to be the moft natural Food of Man, as well 
as of feveral other Animals: But Man not thinking that thofe 
Fruits and Plants were Nourifhment fubftantial enough for him, 
he muft fhed Blood, notwithftanding the. Horror that it nato- 
turally caufes'in him, and that he mult feed upon the Flefh of 
Animals, which does not agree near fo. well with his Conftitu- 
tion asthe Diet that God had prefcrib’d him, and to which he - 
had proportion’d his Body. This Foreign Nourifhment, and the 
Difhes and way of dreffing that he began to invent, to difguife 
the Carcaffes upon which he would feed, is, according to our 
Author, one of the principal Caufes that infenfibly abridged the . 
Life of Man. He concludes with an Explanation of general and 
particular Providence, of Miracles, and how many forts of ‘em 
there be, and what the Authority is that God hath given Men 


over one another. He muuch: leflens that which Fathers pretend 
to » 
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to have over their Children, and approves thofe Words of'a preg 
Philofopher. What Power cana Man dertve from a brutal AG- 
on, that 7s common to bim with the Beafis ¢ At is nothing but that 
Experience teaches lim, that in Satisfying his Paffion he perpe- 
tuates bis Species. From whence he concludes, That Men haye 
not that Power they imagine over their Children, that they have 
none properly call’d a /ewful Power, but what is permitted, and 
that they ought to make ufe of it only to oblige them to fubmit 
to the Laws of God. 





— 


Lettre de Meffieurs des Miffons etrangéres au Pape fur les 
Ceremonies Chinoifes: i.e. A Letter of the Foreign Miffio- 
nary’s to the Pope, about the Chimefe Ceremonies. Printed 
at Parzs, 1700. 


See Letter is excellently well writ, approved by all the 
Learned, and even by many who are Friends to the Jefuits. 
Thefe Miilionaries give us the Reafons which oblig’d them to 
continue fo long filent, and alfo the Reafons of their writing 
again. They fay, that now adays the Jefuits attack Religion, 
that they obftinately endeavour by their repeated Writings to 
juftifie in all Points the Idolatry and Superftition of the Chine/e, 
that nothing is able to ftop them, neither Refpeét for Truth, 
Zeal for the Purity of the Evangelical Worfhip, the Remon- 
ftrances which have been made to them, nor right Reafon, which 
is wounded in‘a thoufand places in their Works; fo that it is 
now no more a feafon to be filent. They tell us that the prin- 
ting of Father /e Comte’s Letter to the Duke dz Maine was 
ftop’d at Parz by Order of the Lord Chancellor, who reckon’d 
that such a Book was dangerous; but it did not hinder it’s be- 
ing printed at Liege. They fay, that the Author of that Letter 
hath outdone all his Brethren, for his neat and bold way of 
Forging ; that he compofes new Syftems and Plans at pleafure 
upon the Chinefe Ceremonies; that he leffens the Number of 
thofe they make in honour of Confuciws,and increafes thofe they 
perform in honour of the Emperor and Mandarins, that he might 
confound them together, and make People to apprehend that 
what is performed in seference to the Living and the Dead, to 
God and Men, is one and the fame thing. This Jefuit a 
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that there was not one Perfon among thofé, that he is fore’d to 
acknowledge as Catholicks, who dare reproach him openly, and 
above board, with not {peaking Truth - 

‘For his chief Topick ; or, rather, the favourite Topick of all 
the Writers of that Society is to fay, That none are their Ene- 
“mies but-they who are Enemies to Religion; that all thofe who 
attack them, or. anfwer them, are Hereticks, Janfenifts, Cabals 
of Fa€tious People, Correfpondents with Hereticks, or that are 
in League with the Enemies of the Church, and make ufé of 
their Pens, Counfels and Credit. That they might once, at leaft, 
deprive them of this {pecious Pretext, the Foreign Miflionaries 


offer to write their Names at the Head of their Letter; and if 


that be not fufficient,they will annex, when the Jeduits pleafe, 
their Confeflion of Faith, as ample as.can be defired, provided 
it be not mix’d with the Errors that the Jefuits defend now a 
days, and that in faying we ought to worfhip God and honour 
the Saints, they donot fay that we muft worfhip the Heaven 
and offer Sacrifices to Confucizs. : 
- . The Propofitions thofe Gentlemen condemn are -as follows. 
Prop. I. That the People. of China have preferved almoft; for 
2000 Years, the’ knowledge of the true God, and honour’d him 
in fuch a Mmanner,.as might ferve for an Example and Inftruction 


even to Chriftians. 


I. lf Fudea had the Advantage of confécrating a Temple to » 


God, the moft Rich and moft Magniticent,: fanctified: alfo by" his 
Prefence and by the Prayers of the Redeemer; itis /nofinall 
Glory to China to have facrific’'d to the Creator in the ancientett 
Temple of the Univerfe. —_ | 
Il. The Morals of the Chine/e appear’d to be.as pure as their 
Religion. China practifed the pureit of Morals, whilitEzrape 
‘and almoft all the reft of the World was in Error and Cortup. 
tion. "The knowledge of the true God, that lafted feveral Ages 
after the Reign of the Emper Kam Vamw, and even probably a 
long time after Confucius, did not always preferve it felf in-its 
Primitive Purity, Idolatry at lait feifed upon their Minds, and 
their Morals became fo-corrupt, that the Fawb being no more 
any thing elfe but an occafion of greater Mifchiet, was gradually 
taken away (from the Chinefe) by the juft Judgment of God. 
Befides the Internal Worfhip that was recommended to them, they 
applied themfelves {crupuloufly to the leaft External Ceremo. 
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Con fucius’s Humility and Modefty gave ground to believe that 
che was not a meer Philofopher form’d by Reafon, but a Man in. 
fpir’d of God to reform that New World. 

Jt is related in their Hiftory, That the Emprefs, Wife to Tio 
King of. China, being barren, demanded Children of God with 
fo great Fervour ‘during their Sacrificce, that fhe conceiv’d a few 
days after, and at latt brought forth a Son, famous for forty 
fucceffive Emperors that his Family gave to China. 

This Piety of the Prince touch’d the Heavens, the Air became 
Cloudy, and an univerfal Rain which fell immediately, gave in 
his time a plentiful Harveft to the Empire. 

Vouvam, Founder of the third Race, offer’d Sacrifices himfelf 
according to the ancient Cuftom; and his Brother ..... {ee- 
ing him one day in danger of death, proftrated himfelf before 
the Divine Majefty to obtain his Cure. For me, Lord, added 
this good Prince, I am of very little ufe in this World; if you 
muft have a Viétim, I offer you with all my Heart, my Life in 
Sacrifice, provided you preferve my Mafter, my King, and my 
Brother. The Hiftory fays he was heard, and that he died a€tu- 
ally after his Prayer. 7 

An Example which manifeftly proves, that not only the Spi- 
rit of Religion was preferv'd amongft thofe People ( the Chinefe) 
but that they alfo. follow’d the Maxims of the pureft Charity, 
which makes up the Perfettion and Charatter of it. 

Thofe People (the Chinefe) anciently fo wife, fo full, iff 
= venture to fay fo, of the Spirit of God. 

V. However it be in the wife diftribution of Grace that the 
Divine Providence hath made amongft the Nations of the Earth, 
China hath no caufe to complain, fince there is none of them that 
hath been more conftantly favoured. ——_ 

As to what remains; his Chinefe Majefty had no reafon to 
look upon the Chriftian Religion, as a Foreign Religion, fince 
it was the fame in its Principles and Fundamental Points with 
the ancient Rigen, of which the Sages and firft Emperors of 
China made profeffion, worfhipping the fame God that the Chri- 
{tians adore, and owning him as well as they, to be Lord of 
Heaven and Earth — . 
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A Catechetical Courfe of Sermons for the whole Year. Being an Expla- 
nation of the Ehurch-Catechi{m, in fifty two diftintt Difcourfes on fo 
many Texts of Scripture, Wherein are briefly contain’d the moft 
necefjary Points of Chriffian Doftrine. Recommended. efpecially for 
the ufe of Families, in two Volumes, by Peter Newcome, M. A. &c. 
London printed for J. Wyat, 1700. in 8vo. Vol. Il. containing 630 


pag eS. 


N our Journal for the laft Month, p. 559, &c. We gavea 
large Account of the firft Volume of thofe Carechetical Lettures ; 
wherein our Author, hasin his Explanation of the Church-Cate- 
chifm, run through the Preliminary Queftions, the Articles of our 
Creed, and the four Commandments of the firft Table of the De- 
calogue, as they liein the Catechifm. -According to our promife 
then made, we fhall proceed to give you the Extra¢t of the Ser- 
mons contain’d in the fecond Volume (now come to our hands) 
which treat of the fix Commandments in the fecond Table of the 
Decalogue ; of the Lord’s-prayer ; of the two Sacraments of Bap- 
tifm and the Lord’s Supper, and by the Bye of Confirmation. 
But to defcend to particulars. 
The twenty Sixth Sermon gives us the Explication of the fifth 
Commandment, wherein Mr. Newcome firft of all explains ths 
Duty enjoyn’d, and then the Promife annexed to it. In confide- 
ring the Duty he fhews, that by Father and Mother here enjoyn’d 
to be honor’d, weare to underftand all our Superiours, whether - 
in an Occonomical, Political, or Ecclefiaftical State. Then he en- 
larges upon the Obligation of the Precept, for the fuller compre- 
hending whereof he enquires into and explains the feveral Rela- 
tive Duties between Parents and Children, Governors and Sub- 
jets, Mafters and Servants, Minifters and People. As for, the 
Promife annexed, viz. That thy days may be long inthe Land, Gc. 
for the better underftanding of this he propofes thefe three Inqui- 
ries, (1. Whatthat Land is, whereto God feems in this Com- 
mandmeat to have confiu’d his promife, viz. the Land of Canaan 
peculiar to the Yers, aud every ones Native Country, and Hea- 
ven figur’d out by the promifed Land. (2.) What that Blefling is 
that is promifed in that Land. And (3.) To whom, and in what 
Hhhk meafure 
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meafure it is made good to the Obfervers of this Commandment. 

Having thus difcuis’d and explain’d the fifth, our Author pro- 
eeeds in the next Lecture to the fixth Commandment, which pro- 
hibits AZurder, inthefe Words, Thou fhalt mot Kill. For the Il- 
luftrating of this he firft ftates the Nature of theSin, and then ex- 
plains the Ground and Reafon of the Prohibition of it. In ftating 
the Nature of tne Sin of Afurder he takes the following particulars 
into Conlideration, viz. (1.) The perfon fpoke to, to whom it will 
be accounted Murder to kill; and under this he fhews that to kill 
in the Execution of Juftice, in the profecution of War,in the necef- 
{ary Defence of a Man’s own perfon, and by undeligned Accident, 
do not fall within the Guilt of A4urder. (2.) H€ contiders the A& 
it felfhere prohibited, what fort of Killix¢ comes under the Guilt 
of Afurder, and this he explains both in rts negative and poftive 
Sence. (3.)He confiders the Subject of this A@ prohibited, which 
tho’ not exprefs’d,yet muft be neceffarily fuppofed in theCommand- 
ment ; and here hefhews that we muft not kill a Man, nor ones 
felf, nor any other of our Kind. Under this head he likewife 
takes an occafion of Treating of Self- Adurrher, the nature of which’ 
both dire& and indire& he explains, and tells us what an Affront 
tis to God, what an Injury to others, and of what evil Confe- 
quence it is to our felves.. As to the Ground and Reafon of the 
Prohibition of AZurder, he illuftrates by fhewing that ’tisan A& 
of moft grofs Impiety towards God, of Injuftice to the Publick, 
of Uncharitablenefs to our Neighbours, and of prejudicial Confe- 
quence to the Murderer, bothin this Life and the next. 

In the twenty eighth Le€ture Mr. Newcome goes on tothe fe-. 
venth Commandment, Thou fhalt not commit Adultery ; wherein he 
firft explains the Nature and Extent of this Prohibition ; then ex- 
amines the Grounds and Reafonablenefs of its Injun@tiion ; and 
laftly lays down fome Rulesor Prefervatives againft it. In ex- 
plaining the Nature and Extent of the Prohibition, we are in- 
torm’d that Adultery includes all AG@s of Uncleannefs, which vio- 
late-our Chaftity, whether in Thought, Word, or Actions. Up- 
on the Laft of thefe viz. the violating of Chaftity in Actions, he 
is very particular, and treats diftin@ly of the feveral Sorts of 
it, fuch as Adultery properly fo call’d, Sodomy, Incest, Concubinage 
and Fornication; and under this head he likewife fhews the Hei- 
nousnefs of each of thofe Sins, and takes an occafion to explain. 
the relative Duties between Husbands and Wives, whether in 
the afluming, continuing, or diffolving the State of —* 
STHik: . re) 
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To prove the ReafonablenefS of the Prohibition of Adultery he de- 
fires us to confider,(1.) The Abfolute Inconfiftency of unreftrain- 
ed Luft to the purity of Chriftianity ; (2.) Its dire& Violation of 
our Vow in Baptifin ; (3.) Its Contrariety to Reafon; And (4.) 
the {peedy Deftructivenefs of it. The Rules which he lays down 
to preferve Men from the Sin of Uncleannefs, are, (1.) Never 
ftand to refift but rather run from the Snares to any Uncleannefs, 
(2.) Ufe great haft and fpeed in thus doing, And(3.) Keep your 
diftance as wide as may be from all approaches hereto; to which 
se he offers nine particular DireStions too long here to be infer- 
ted. . 

The next Lecture treats concerning Theft as prohibited in the 
Eighth Commandment, wherein is explain’d likewife the Nature 
of the Sin, and the ReafonablenefSof its Prohibition. As to the 
firft of thefe our Author tells us that the Sin here prohibited con- 
fifts either in the With-holding from another, what he hatha 
Right to poflefs; or elfe the taking fach-poffeffion thereof from 
him. On each of thefe he enlarges himfelf particularly and di- 
ftinély, taking notice of the feveral ways whereby we maybe guilty 
of this Sin. The Grounds and Reafonablenefs of prohibiting 
this Sin, he fhews, (1.) In refpe& to God, as it infults over and 
contradicts his Effential Juftice, his provideatial Prerogative, and 
revealed Will. (2.) In refpe& toothers, And (3.)In refpect to our 
felves, asit expofeth our Perfons to corporal Punifhment, ovr 
Reputation to Infamy, our Eftate to ruine, our Confcience to 
trouble both in Life and at Death, and our Souls after Death to 
Everlafting Damnation. 

The 30th Lecture is an explication of tle Ninth. Command- 
ment, viz. Thou. fhalt not bear falfe Witnefs against thy Neigbbour. 
And here Mr. Newcome obferves the fame Method as before, firft 
States the Nature of bearing Fal/e Witnefs, and then enquires into 
the Grounds of the Prohibition. In enquiring what it is to bear 
falfe Witnefs, after explaining briefly the Terms or Exprefli- 
ons of this Commandment, he proceeds to: confider what is con- 
tain’din them. And here he tells us that this Prohibition has re- 
lation both to Fxdicial and Extrajudicial Falfities. As to the Judi- 
cial Falfities which ought to be avoided,he offers a Word or twoot 
Dire@ion in this cafe to the Plaintiff, Defendant, Advocates, 
Witnefles, and Judges. The pk ea Falfities, he fays, will 
be more eafily reftrain’d when thofe in Courts are totally fup- 


; ’d. which when that wil] be done, no Mancar tel]. However 
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he infifts more particularly on that common Extrajudicial Falfity, 
viz. that of Lying; wherein he takes notice of and condemns 
three forts of Lyes, the Jocular, the Officious, and the Pernicious 
Lye. After he has at large explain’d the Nature of bearing falfe 
Witnefs, he then comes to fhew the ReafonablenefS of prohibit- 
ing it, which he does in thefe particulars ; Firft, Becaufe to bear 
falfe Witnefs in any kind againft our Neighbour, is quite 
oppofite to the Nature and Mind of Goa. Secondly, Becaufe it 
refembles, and abandons us to the Devil, who és a Lyar, and the 
Father of it.’ Thirdly, Becaufe it ts a Wrong done to Mankind, 
as it violates a Man’s Natural Right, injures his Reputation, ha- 
zards his Innocence, and tends to diflolve all Humane Society. 
And Fourthly, Becaufe it is a foul Refleftion on a Man’s felf, as 
proceeding from bad Principles, and tending to bad Confequents ; 
which our Author illuftrates in feveral particulars. 

Inthe 3154. Le@ture he takes the Tenth and laft Commandment 
into Confideration, viz. Thou fhalt not cover thy Neighbour’s Houfe, 
thou {halt not covet thy Neighbours Wife, &c. where he firft of all 
explains the Nature of the Sin prohibited, which he confiders 
with refpeé& to the Obje& and Act thereof: Then he lays down 
the Grounds and Reafonablenefs of prohibiting this Sin of Covet- 
ing, in refpect to God, Our felves, our Enjoyments, and the Sin 
it. felf. Laftly, He prefcribes fome Rules and Directions 
how a Man may keep this Commandment, and attain to a true 
Contentment.; fuch as tigefe are, (1.) A fedulous Endeavour to 
five Well, and keep a good Confcience ; (2..) A ftriving to fait 
our Minds to our Conditions, rather than our Conditions to our 
Minds. (3.) A Confinement of our Contemplation and Paffions 
as much as may be, wholly to the prefent. (4.) A Comparing 
our felves and our Eftates rather with thofe that are below us, 
than with thofe that are above us. (5.) A withdrawing our Af- 
fections from thefe infufficient Things here below, to thofe more 
fatisfactory ones above. (6.) A due Confideration of our Mor- 
tality. (7.) A looking even beyond Death: And (8.) The due 
Exercife of thofe particular Graces, tending to procure and mait- 
tain a compos’d Mind, and a fatisfy’d Spirit ; fuch as Faith, Re- 
jignation, Repentance, Charity , Thankfulnefs, Humility, a1d 
Prayer. Si . | 

The two next LeQures treat of the Summ of the Command- 
ments of both Tables, as compriz’d by our Saviour, Aart. 22. 
37, 38, 39,-in our Love towards God, and our Love towards our 

Neighbour. 
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Neighbor. And herein Mr. Newcome obferves one and the fame 
Method, wz. (1.) He explains the Precept it felf, and thews 
us what is implied in the Duty of Loving God and our Neigh- 
bour. (2.) He informs us of the Degree, Extent or Meafure 
of this Love. And (3.) He confiders the refpective Arguments 
made ufe of by Ye/zus Christ to enforce thofe two feveral Duties 
upon us. 

Having thus difcufs’d at large the Agenda, fo far as they are 
contain’d in the Decalégue, our Author proceeds to the Petenda, 
or Things to be ask’d by us, which are comprehended. in that ex- 
cellent Form of Prayer prefcribed by our Saviour to be us’d by 
his Followers. And here before he enters upon the IIluftration 
of the feveral Parts of the Lord’s Prayer, he inthe 54th Lecture 
treats of Prayer in General. For the full Clearing and Explanation 
of this Matter, he propofes, (1.) To confider Prayer As to its 
Act, which he fhews to confift in thefe Religious Exercifes viz. In- 
vocation, Confeffion, Petition and Thanksgiving, the Nature of 
each of which hediftin@ly explains, (2.) Toconfider Prayer as toits 
Objet ; where he tells us, That God is the only Objeé of Reli- 
gious Prayer ; That to pray to any other, in way of Worhhip, is 
Idolatvy ; and that to pray evento God himfelf without concei- 
ving aright of him, is AdentalIdolatry. (3.) To confider Prayer 
as to its Subjeé#, and here he inquires into the proper Argument 
or Matter of it, fhewing that we muft not pray for any Evil ei- 
ther for our felves or others, ‘but only for fuch Good as God-has 

romis’d to give us, efpecially that which is Spiritual ; and that 
the Perfons whom_we are to pray for are the Living and not the 
Dead. (4.) He farther propofes to confider Prayer, as to the Spe- 
cies, or feveral kinds of it, which he diftinguifhes into thefe four, 
viz. Mental, Oral, Private and Publick Prayer. (5.) What he 
next confiders is the dueQualifications andCircumftances of Prayer, 
direéting usin the manner of performing it aright, fo as it may 
be acceptable to God, and fuccefsful to our felves. And here he 
treats diftin@ly of the Frame of Spirit, the Pofture of Body, the 
Form of Words, the Place, and the Time and Frequency proper 
thereto. (6.) And laftly, he reprefents to us the Obligations or 
Motives to urge us to the Duty of Prayer, both as they refpect 
Godiand our felves. He concludes this Difcourfe with Anfwer- 
ing ‘three Objections that are offer’d by prejudic’d Minds: againft 
the Duty of Prayer. | 


~ After'this Mr. Newcome difcourfes, Lecture 35. of the Injuncti- 
on 
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on of our Lord in preftribing a Form of a Prayer, After this mans 
ner therefore pray ye. Here he obferves that the Import of our 
Saviour’s Precept is twofold; (1.) Prefcribing this his following 
Prayer to become a Pattern unto thofe our own Prayers,which we 
our felves put up to. God: And (2.) Enjoining us the Ufe hereof 
in the very Words wherein he hath taught it, as a Badge of that 
Service, which we owe tothe Author of it. Upon each of thefe 
Heads he enlarges himfelf, and takes an Occafion to treat of Forms 
of Prayer in General, and fhews the Neceflity and Excellency of 
this Form in Particular, and how it was univerfaliy us’d by the 
Primitive Ghurch. 

The Lord’s Prayer it Self he divides into thefe fosr Parts, viz. 
The Preface, the Petitions, the Doxology, and the Conclufion. In 
explaining the Preface of the Lord’s Prayer, Our Father which art 
in Heaven, our Author, Lecture 36. takes the following Enqui- 
ries into Contideration, Firs#, Why it is that we are taught to 
invoke him we pray to by any Title. Secondly, Who it is that is 
here intended by this Title, Our Father, &c. Thirdly, What is 
the Import or Meaning of thefe feveral Appellations whereof the 
Title ts made up. And Fourthly, Why we are taught the Ufe of 
them in Prayer. > 

In the 374%) Le&ture Mr. Newcome explains the firft Petition of 
the Lord’s Prayer, Hallowed be thy Name; and in order to this 
confiders thefe particulars ; Firft, What is meant by the Name of 
God, which he fhews to import, his Effence, his Attributes, and 
All other things upon which the Name of God is call’d. Secondly, 
Howthis Name may be Hallowed. Thirdly, What itis weare to un- 
derftand that we pray for, when we fay, Hallowed be thy Name, 
which he fays implies our Acknowledgment that it is fo, and our 
Defire that it may be fo. Fourthly, Aad laftly, The Fitaefs and 
Neceflity of making this the firft and chief Petition, as it is 
God’s own principal Defign; the moft reafonable, and only Tri- 
bute we are capable of rendring to God for all this Mercy and 
Goodnefs towards us ; the beft Preparation of Heart for Prayer 5 
aud as it ougit to be the Bouadary..and Meafure of all our other 
Defines. 

The feeond Petition, Thy Kingdom come, is explain’d, Sermon 38. 
whereia our Author propofts to enquire, Firft, What we are to 
uuderftand by God’s xingaan:, which he confiders as appropria- 
ted to him, by way of diltinc&ion from the Kingdoms of Mea, 
and irom that.of Satan ; and then as govern’d by him, wap 
tin 
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diftinguifhes into the Univerfal, and Particular Kingdom of God- 
Secondly, How it may faid ro come; and this he wluftrates with 
refpect both to the Univerfal and Particular Kingdom of God. 
And Thirdly, What’ tis we pray for, whem we requeft the comiag 


of it. 
In the Explication of the next Petition, Thy Will be done in 


Earth as itis in Heaven, Mr. Newcome confiders in: the 39th Le- 
cture, firit the Petition it felf, and then the Meafure or Propor- 
tion of it. For the underftanding the full import of thePetition, 
he enquires (1.) What God’s Wii is, that we here pray may be 
done; which he fhews to be both the Will of his Purpofe, and 
he Will of his Precept. (2:) what the doing of it implies , which 
he tells us contifts in the AGs both of A@iveand Paflive Obedi- 
ence to his Will. 3.) Why this particle of Appropriation T#y is 
annexed to the doing of it. And (4.) By whom it is to be done, 
fince prayed that ic may be Dowe ov Earth. As to the Meafure ox 
Proportion of this Pétition, whichis, that Gods Will may be 
done on Earth, as it is in Heaven, hetells us it will not be amifs. to 
Confider, 1: What we are here to underftand by Heavev. 2. After 
what manner God’s Will may be fuppos’d to bedone there,which 
he obferves to be Chearfully, Readily, Univerfally, Zealoutly, 
Reverently and Conftantly. 3. How near we ought to imitate thet 
Doing of it, in Heaven, while we are on Earth. And 4. Why 
Obedience to God’s Will in Heaven is neceffarily made the Patteru 
for our Obedience thereto on Earth. 

In the goth Lecture he difcourfes of the fourth Petition in the 
Lord’s Prayer, viz. Give usthis' Day our daily Bread. \n explain- 
ing whereof he confiders, Fir/?, The fubjeé& matter of the Peti- 
tion, or that which we pray for, which is Bread, by whichhe tells 
us is meant all Temporaf Bleflings that are Neceflary, Comforta- 
ble, and us’d in Moderation, Secondly, The Specification thereof, 
asto itskind or quality, It is daily Bread, which, fays he, im- 
plies praying that the Wants of Nature may be fatisficd, that 
all the Occafions of our feveral Conditions may beanfwered, and 
that we ought to reft contented with whatever in Return to our 
Prayers God fhall allot us. Tairdly, The Right and property we 
lay claim toherein, intimated by calling it Our daily Bread, which, © 
as he obferves, ought to oblige us to Induftry in our feveral 
Callings ; to Juftice and upright Honefty in procuring our daily 
Bread ; to reft fatisfied with our own Lot, and not to covet other 


Men’s; and Laftly, To enjoy them in common with others, by 
a 
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a Charitable Communication. Fourthly,’ ~He -confiders ’ the 
Ground and Reafon of fuch our Right and Title thereto; 
which is only God’s Gift. And (5.) he confiders the 
Limitation of this Petition in refpect of time, which is only, this 
Day, give us our daily Bread. This, fays he, is intended, to 
keep us in a continual Dependance upon God for all our Com- 
forts of this Life; to incline us to reject all anxious Thoughts 
for future Bleflings, to oblige us to daily Prayer; to mind us of 
the Frailty and fhortnefs of this prefent Life; and to admonihh us 
of the Infinite Greater Value we ought to fet upon Spiritual Blef 
fings beyond Temporal. 

The next Sermon gives usan Acconnt of the fifth Petition, viz. 
Forgive us our Debts, as we forgive our Debtors, And here our Au- 
thor treats firft of the Petition it felf, and then of the Terms up- 
on which we are direéted to make it. In explaining the Petition 
it felf, he diftinguifhes thefe particulars, Firft, The fubjeét Mat- 
ter about which we petition,which is Debts, or in another Words 
Sin. Secondly, The Appropriation thereof to whom they belong, 
they being our Debes. Thirdly, The Gracious Act of Mercy pray- 
ed for, with refpect to that Appropriated Subject, and that is 
Forgivenefs. And Fourthly, The Objeé& to whom this Petition is 
directed, which isGod. Under the laft head he fhews, that we 
cannot pardon our felves, nor others, nor can any other belides 
God pardon us. In conlidering the Terms upon which we are 
directed to make this Petition, ‘viz. As me forgive our Debtors; 
he inquires, Firft, Who are our Debtors to be forgiven. Second- 
ly, What that Forgivenefs is we are required to give them, 
which, as he obferves, coniiits ina total forbearance from all out- 
ward Aéts of Private and Perfonal Revenging of Trefpaffes done 
us, and in an inward Difpofition of Charity and good Will to- 
wards the Perfons of them that do them. ‘Thirdly, The Propor- 
tion or Refemblance between our Forgivenefs of our Debtors,and 
God’s forgiving usour Debts, which he fhews fhould be fincerely, 
freely, and fully. Fourthlyand La/tly, the Dependanceaad Relation 
that is betweeu God’s forgiving us our Trefpaflés, and our for- 
giving them that Trefpafs againit us. 

In the 42 Le&ure Mr. Newcome illuftrates the laft Petition of 
the Lords Prayer, viz. Ad lead us not into Temptation, bur deliver 
us trom Evil. For'the full explanation of thishe informs us. (1-) 
What is meant by Temptation, and here he contiders the feveral 


Ways by which Men may be tempted to Evil.. (2.) What weare 
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tounderftand, by ot being led into it, which implies prefervation 
from the Occafions of Sin, and protection from the power of fuch 
Occafions. (3.) How God may be fuppofed to lead thereinto, 
which he fays may be by the External Difpenfation 
of his Providence, by permitting his providential Occali- 
onsto tempt us, or by way of Judgment. (4.) Why he, who can 
hinder it, doth yet lead us into Temptation, and for this he afligns 
the polo ins reafons viz. That God may do this for the Exercife 
and Trial of good Men’s Graces ;'To convince us of our Depen- 
ding wholly upon him, to glorifie his Juftice in the Punifhment 
of wicked Men; to minifter Occafions of greatly glorifying his 
Mercy; to demonftrate and recommend the Power and Dignity 
ef Godlinefs 5 to perfe& and confirm. our Reformation ; and to 
render us conformable toour greatExemplar andCaptain of our Sal- 
vation. (5.) He tells us that the Evi! we beg Deliverance from, is 
either that which is Inftrumentally, Penally, or Formally fuch. (6.) 
He farther informs us, what that Deliverance is, and how it is 
wrought out for us by God, And.(7.) The Neceflity we lie under 
of fupplicating fuch a Deliverance from our Father which isin Hea- 
Ven. m 
Having thus run through and explain’d the fix Petitions of the 
Lord’s Prayer, Our Author comes in the 43d Lecture to the Doxo- 
logy of it, For thine isthe Kingdom, andthe Power,and the Glory, for 
ever. -And here he treats firft of the Authority, then of the Ufe, 
and laftly of the Meaning of it. _ Upon the two firft of thefehe is 
very brief, but enlarges on'the laft, wherein he confiders the So- 
vereignty, Omnipotence, Majefty and Eternity of God as inclu- 
ded in this Doxology. Each of thefe Attributes he briefly explains, 
fhews how they are peculiar to God, and the fitnefs of their be- 
ing usin Prayer. | 
~The Conclufion of the Lord’s Prayer, viz. Amen, Mr. New- 
come. difeourfes of in the 44th Le@ure, where he confiders. the 
Authority, the Signification, and the proper Ufe of it, And 
here he takes notice of three Sortsof Amen, reproved by the Fems 
in their Talmud, viz. (1.) the Pupilum, or Orphan Amen; (2.) the 
Surreptitiums, the Snatchd or Stoln Amen and ( 3+) the Seétsle or ds- 
vided A---n1e/.: | off gomez 1 Is 

“After Ke as thus confider’d the Credenda, Agenda, and. Petenda 
contain’d ia the Church Catechifm, our Author proceeds to the 
{a(t Part of it, which contains an Account of the two Sacraments 
‘which are only generally neceflary to Salvation, viz. Bapti/m ~ 
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the Supper of the Lord. _ But before he enters upon them particular- 
ly he thinks fitto premife fome things concerning Sacraments in. Geo 
neral. ge Gc Ns a eee ~ 
This he doth in the 45th Le@ure, wherein he treats Firft, of 
the Name Sacrament, accounting for the various Acceptations of 
that Word. Secondly, ‘The meaning of the Word as apply’d by 
the Church to any Religious Ceremony, fo as to make it a proper 
Chriftian Sacrament. Thirdly, Of the Several Parts of a Sacrament, 
viz. the Outward Vifible Sign, and the Inward Spiritual Grace, 
_ Fourthly, He treats of the Efficacy of the Sacraments, and under this 
head fhews that it depends not on the Worthinefs or the Intention 
of the perfon Adminiftring, but on the Worthinefs and Difpofi- 
tion of theReceiver. Ffthly, He thews the.nece/fity of Sacraments, 
according to what our Church Catechifm hath taught us about 
them, viz. That they are generally neceffary to Salvation ; which im- 
plies (fays our Author ) thot Things, that the Ufe of Sacraments 
be receiv’d as well as any other Divine Ordinance in the Chorch of 
Chrift: That when they may be had, they are not to be neglected 
any more than other Means of Divine Grace and Salvation :- That 
when they are neglefted a certain Sin is committed: And that 
Grace and Salvation are not, Ordinarily, to be expected or hoped 
for, though ia the Ufe of whatever other Means thereof, without 
the due ufe of Sacraments alfo. Upon thefe things he infifts par- 
ticularly and diftin@ly, and then proceeds Sixthly and Laflly, to 
confider the Number of the Sacraments, which he tells us, after 
our Church, to be only two, viz, Bap m_ and the Supper of the 
- Lord; they being the only two that have been anciently received 
in the Church of Chrift, the only two that are. neceflary to an- 
{wer all the neceffary Ufes of all Chriftians; and -the only two 
that are exa@ly agreeable to the Characters, or have all the Pro- 
perties belonging to a true Chriftian Sacrament. From hence he 
takes an océafion of {peaking a Word or two concerning the fi 


ve 
other pretended Sacraments introduc’d by the Church of Rome, 
viz. Confirmation, Penance, Extreme Unttion, Holy Orders, and 
Marriage; which he provesto be xo Sacraments, tho’ the two Late 
ter be of Divine, and the three former of -Apoftolical and. Primi- 
tive Inftitution, and Prattice. By ove a te © eid ce aa 
In the next Sermon Mr. Newcome difcourfes at val f of the firft 
Sacrament, viz. Baptifm, by which we are admitt of 
Chrif#’s Church. ishe confiders with refpeé& to its two 
The Outward and Vifible Sign, and the Inward and sarin yh 
. se fi ag 
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(1.) Inexplaining the firft of thefe he begins with the A4Zstter of it, 
which he fhews to be later, in oppofition to the Error of the 
Quakers; and: Water only without any. other mixture, in oppofition 
to the contrary Practice of the. Church of Rome. Then he pro- 
ceeds to confider the Application of this Matter, or the Ufe of 
Water in this Sacrament,. which is to Baptize in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. And here he infifts, 
upon the following Particulars. .(1..) The A@ede or Manner hereby. 
enjoynd, of applying Water in Baptifm, which, he fays, is not. 
limited to either ‘printling or Dipping, the Efficacy of the Sacra- . 
ment.depending upon neither ; nay headds, that the fignificancy 
of the Ceremony is as well, and moré conveniently reprefented 
by fprinkling than by:Dipping. (2,) He confiders the Frequency of 
fuch Application, with refpect, both to the Ancient Ufage of a 
Trine Immerfion, and the now practifed. Error of Re--baprizing a- 
mong the Antipedo- Baptists. (3.) The Perfons proper to adminifter 
the fame, which he proves to be only Adinifters notwithftanding a- 
ny perfonal Faults they may be guilty of,and at the fame time con-. 
demns the Baptizing by Lay-men or Women. (4.) Next he comes. 
- tothe Form. of Adminiftration, viz. iz the, Name of the. Father, 
and of the Son, &c. which he fays ought to oblige us to own the 
Authority, Efficacy, and defign of the Rite, imply’d in this its 
form of Adminiftration. (5.) He confiders the Time when-fuch 
Adminiftration may be moft proper. (6.) The moft Convenient 
Place for -it, viz. the Church. (7.). The proper Subjects. of it, 
which he fhews to be only. Perfons, in oppofition.to the Romifh 
Prattice of Chriftning Bell; Ane Perfons duly qualified by Faith 
and Repentance. (8.) And tly, hetreats of the Neceffity of its: 
Celebration, making a pathetical and’ fuitable{ Application to all 
Unbaptized Perfons. Il. After this he goes on to the fecond Part - 
of BZ. if viz. the Inward and. Spiritual Grace, exprefs’d in our 
Catechifm to be, “* a Death unto Sin, and a New Birth uato 
“* Righteoufnels : For being by Nature born.in Sin, and the Chil- 
“dren of Wrath ; we are hereby made the Children of Grace. .y 
This he fays implies in a Federal Sence, bogh a Benefit convey’d 
hereby, and a Duty obliged and fealedtoherein. ‘a: 
Having treated thus largely of ‘Baptifm in general our Author 
in the 47th LeGure undertakes to juftifie the practice of Jnfant- 
Baptifm in particular, which he does from thofe Wordsof our Sa- 
viour, Mar. 10. 14. ---~ Suffer little Children to come.unto me, 
forbid them not: For of {uch ss the Kingdom ef God. \n the Ma- 
| } lili 2 nagement 
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nagement of this Argument, fo mych contefted by fome-Men of 
our Times, he propofes to illuftrate and improve thefe three par- 
culars, (1..) The Perfons concern’d therein, faid tobe little Chil- 
dren. (2.) Their Concern or Caufe here in Difpute which was 
their coming to Christ. And (3.)The Final Decifion hereof in their 
favour, whoare not only Permitted but Commanded not to be hin- 
dred it. Upon the laft of thefe Heads he chiefly enlarges, and 
from Chrift’s Permiffion of Little Children to Come unto him, 
and his Command not to have them ever forbid, he infers, that 
Children have a Right to Vifible Church-Memberfhip, or a com- 
ing to Chrift in Covenant Engagements: Thatthey havea Capa- 
cityfor this Right by Baptifm: That they have vecd of it: And 
that the Advantages are great which they Reap from it. Thefe 
Particulars he profecutes and illuftrates diftin@ly, and Concludes 
all witha Word or two of Adviceboth'to the Enemies and Friends 
of Jnfant-Baptifm. , 

In the 48rh Leéture Mr. Newcome treats of Confirmation, from 
the Words of the Apoftle, Heb. 6. 2. The Doftrine of Laying on 
of Hands..... Inexplaining this Matter, He enquires, (1.) lato 
the Chriftian Doétrine here meant by /aying on of Hands, which 
upon feveral Accounts he fhews tobe probably that Ceremony of 
Confirmation. (2.) He confiders the Authority whereon it is Groun- 
ded and become now an Eftablifh’d Rite, and ftanding Ordinance 
in theChurch. (3.) He tells us that the proper Perfons with whom 
its Miniftry is intrufted, are the Bifhops, as being the Succeffors 
of the Apoftles in the Government of the Church. '(4.) The.pro- 
per Objects of its Difpenfation,' on whom the Hand$ of fuch are 
to be laid, he fays, are fuch Perfons as have been Baptiz’d, but 
not already Confirm’d,- and fuch as are come to a Competent Age 
of Difcretion, and are-devoutly-difpos’d for the Reception and 
Improvement thereof. (5..) He confiders the Performance. of this 
Ceremony both with refpe@ to the Bifhop, and‘td_ the Perfon to 
be Confirmed. And (6.) He fhews the Benefit of thi8 Rite, in fubs 
ferviency to that Religion, whereof it is aFundaméntal Dodrine, 
‘as it promotes the Service of the Church in'General, or the Inte- 
reft of its Members in Particular. | 

Our Author proceeds toilluftrate the OtherSacrament, vz, T hat 
af the Lord’s Supper. The Warure and End of ithe explains inthe 49 
Lecture: In the next he tells us what Preparation is requilite be- 
fore, what our Behaviour ought to’ be At, and what Duties we 
are obliged to After Receiving, if we would Approve our ae 
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worthy Communicants. In the 515¢ Le@ture he fhews the Neceffiry 
of Receiving; which he evinces fromthe Command of Chrift, 
T bis do in Remembrance of Ae. And here he fays, that this Com- 
mand, is enacted moft Abfolutely 5. upon the fole Authority .of 
our Saviour ; as his laft and dying Injunétion;. for which he hath 
exprefs'd avery particular .Concerm;.wherein.he hath fhew’d 
himfelf very Tender of, and Gracious towards Us; A Non-Ob- 
fervance whereof greatly aggravates Guilt, and juftly.expofes to 
the utmoft Punifhment. From all thefe Confiderations, duly ex- 
plain'd, he demonftrates the Neceflity of Conftantly Receiving the 
Lord’s Supper, and the Unreafonablenefs of its Omiffion. 

Inthe Laft LeQure Mr. Newcome takes into Confideration the 
feveral Excufes that are commonly urg’d for.the Total or Occafienal 
Neglect of the Duty of Communicating.. He fairly. reprefénts 
and ftates them, then fhews the Invalidity of them, and how they 
‘.. can by no means excufe a Man’s Violation of fo pofitive a. Com- 

mand, nor juftifie his negle& of fo folemn an Ordinance of the 
Chriftian Church. Tee 

And thus have we given the Reader an Abftract. of, what. is 
contain’d in, the fecond Volume of Mr. Nemcome’s Catecheti¢al 
Lectures, wherein (as in our former) we.have all along reprefen- 
ted things, as nigh as poflible, in the Author’s own Words. Tis 
very likely fome may think we.have enlarg’d too.much in our 
Account of this. Treatife , but let fuch, know, that;.the Abnuag- 
ance of Matter contain’d therein,would not allow-usto bring. it into 
2 Narrower Compafs; unlefs we would have takena View only-of 
a Part of it, which would have been:a wrong done to the,Whole, 
All of whofe Parts are of equal .Weight.and Concern. - It.was 
fugeefted in our Extract of the firft Volume, “ that. perhaps the 
“Reader upon Perufal of this Book may, be offended, at the Style, 
&c.” But here (to avoid any miftake inthat Matter) it. mufk.. be 
faid, that we had aneye only upon thofe pretended.Criticks ,and 
Judges of Style, as will have. our. Words deliver’d . by, Wggght 
and Meafure, and our Periods to be juft of fuchand fuch aLength, 
without making any juft Allowances forthe fubject Matter treat- 
ed of which may carry a Man:ont farther than the Limits they are 


pleafed to_preferibe.. As for the fair and Im i 





rtial Reader,; who » 


defires Inftruction rather than Pleafure, and Values BoodsSeale 
and Thought above Noife and Shew, no quefkion byt fuch.an one 
will excule the Length of foie Periods and the feeming Intriga- 
cy of others, for the fake of thofe folid Truths, and found. In- 
(tructions that are coutaia’d in them. 
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Al Difcovery of Divine Myfteries: Or the Nature and Efficacy of the 
Soul of Man, confider’d in all its Faculties, Operations and Divine 
Perfettions; and how it Governsin Divine and Secular Affairs of 
Life: In three Parts,&c. With many other curious Matters: Be- 

ing a Compleat Body of Divine and Moral Philofophy. By C.B. 
D.D. Fellow of the Royal Society. London, Printed for Eben. 
Tracy, 1700. in'8vo Pav. 447. 


His Treatife is divided into three Parts, each Part is fubdi- 
vided into feveral Chapters : Of which be pleas’d to take 
the following Account. 

In the firft Part our Author Treats of the Preference due to 
the Soul above the Body, from the Reafon of its Spiritual Nature, 
as alfo how it Operates on things both in Heaven and Earth. In 
the fecond, he fhews, how the Soul moves and operates in Re- 
ligious Duties and Moral A@tions, whether towards God, our 
Neighbour or our Selves: And herein he likewife Treats of the 
Duty of Gofpel Self-denial, refulting from the manner how our 
Souls Ave and Operate in our Bodies, under the vifible Empire of 
God. Jn the third and laft Part he treats concerning our Duties 
of Timeand Eternity, of the prefent Life and the Life to come, 
e>c. which refult from the manner how our Souls ought to be out 
of our Bodies firft of all; and then in our Spiritualiz’d Bodies 
after the-Univerfal Refarrection. This is the general Defign and 
Scope of this Work, of which it may not be improper to give 
you a more particular Reprefentation. 

The firft Part then, ‘which treats of the Preference of the Soul 
above the Body, ‘is divided into eighteen Chapters. He begins 
with telling us, Chap.1. How'curious we ought to be ‘in inqui- 
ringanto the Nature of our Souls. He obferves how far Curiofity 
carries Men out tothe Knowledgeof other Matters, whilft they are 
contented to be perfeét Strangers to the Tranfattions that pafs in 
their own Breafts. And here he introduces St. Auftin {peaking 
of this falfe Curiofity in thefe Elegant Terms ; “‘ We would know 
““all things, we Study the Maps of the Heaven, ‘the Earth, 
“and the Seas ; we go even into Hell it felf to content it, we 
“wall not be Ignorant of any Hiftory, any Science, or any see 
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* But yet, how dear. foever we pay for it, we will be Ignorant 
yz of our felves; and’as.violent, and.as.prefling an Ardor as we 

have to know ail things out-of our felves, fomuch ColdnefS have 
“ wefor that excellent Curiofity of knowing our felves: I[t is the 
“ only Map and the only Hiftory, the only Intrigue and the only 
“ Matter,which we take no care at all to underftand.” However, 
notwithftanding Mens Remiflaefs in this Matter, our Author 
fhews, from the Digvity of our Souls, which are of a Spiritual 
and Jmmortal Nature, asalfo from the Perception and Certainty 
which all of us have of our Souls, that we ought tobe more in- 
timately acquainted with the Knowledge of them,. than too many 


feem to be. 

After this he proceeds to evince the Spirituabty and. Immortali- 
ty of the Soul, which he does. from thefe Arguments: First, 
From that: Principle of Kwowledge which is in, them: Secondly, 
From the Principle-of Liberty which every one perceives to be in 
himfelf:. And Thirdly, From that Principle of Confcience, or 
Love of Order and Juftice which we find in our felves. 

The firft of thefe Arguments, viz. That our Souls are undoubred- 
ly Spiritual Natures, and altogether diftintt from Bodies, upon the 
Account of their intelligent or knowing Nature ; is what he profe- 
cutes for ten Chapters together. Under this Head he enquires 
why and how we conceive of God and Angels as Spirits; then 
he confiders and difcuffes four feveral Opinions, concerning the 
Knowledge which is in Beafts, and upon the whole concludes that 
what Judgment foever is made of Beats, yct our Souls are un- 
doubtedly Spiritual, by reafon of their Knowing Nature. He like- 
wife challenges the Libertines to maintain their abfurd and moa- 
ftrous Opinion, viz. That the Soul of Man is Corporeal.. Having 
thus prov’d the Spirituality, he from the fame Topick Demon- 
{trates the Jmmortality of the Soul. For it neceflarily follows that 
what is of a Spiritual is of an incorruptible Nature, and Death 
can never touch it. 

In the twelfth and thirteenth Chapters our Author enlarges 
upon his fecond Argument for the Spatial and Immortality of 
the Soul, vize The Principle and Ground of Liberty which we find in 
them: And here he fhews that other Animals have not the Liber- 
ty of their Motions, but, are directed in them by a natural Ia- 
{tint : That we Men have a Liberty of thinking, an Empire of 


our Defires, and have certain Defires and Inftingts of sauna 
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ty and Eternity, which are all Charatters and’ Proofs of the 
Spiritual and Immortal Nature. of our Souls. €?tiol we jo" 
In the fourtéenth Chapter He!comes to'the third. and laft Argi- 
ment he makes ufe'‘of to prove the Spirituality and Immortality of 
the Soul, viz. The natural Principle of Confcience. And inmanage- 
ing of this Argument, he proves that Confcrence is not in the Soul 
of Man, an Effeé&t of Education, or of fome Opinion with which 
it was imprefs’d in the Infancy; but an Effential Companion of 
our Nature, ‘and a ara infeparable from our Soul, from 
whence arife’ in us*by fie Help of Grace, all AZoral and Chriftian 
Vertues, and laftly,; that it is eafie not only to give our felves from 
thence a Conviction of the Spiritual Nature of our Souls, but 
to givea neat Idea Of them. Here he obferves,’ that:two things 
are the occafion titat’ we do not know our Souls, amd ‘have no 
clear dnd diftint‘Idea of them. “ The one (fays he’) is, that 
“wedo not apply our felves thereto. Theother is, that tho’ we 
“doapply our felves thereto, we do. not at all conceive the two 
“¢ manners of Conceiving which are in us.” 7 
After our. Author has at large difcufs’d his three Arguments for 
the Proof of the Spiritual asd Vnmortal Nature of the Soul, he goes 
on Chap. 17. Topafs fome E%e: tial R efle@ions, toeftablifh the Or- 
der of the Preference that’ is «ive to the So: above the Body, and 
they are briefly thefe, firf#, That ail'the Good and Il] Fortune 
we are capable of are in our Souls: Secondly, That the Soul hath 
Pleafures and Pains*initlependently of the Body, and this muf 
certaialy be known to all'who underftand what Thought or Think 
ing means; Thirdly, That the Effential difference of the Pleafures 
and the Pains which fhe ‘hath independently of the Body, confifts 
in this, that the latter go more fenfibly to and affe@ the Heart more 
forcibly than the former do: Fourthly, That the Pleafures and Pains 
which the Soul hath not, but upenthe Account of the Body, are 
only as it were to thew the Pleaftrres'and Pains of Eternity : Fifthly, 
That Vertue is the proper and true Good of the Soul, and’Vice 
its true and proper Evil: Srxthly, That Paffions ave to our Sauls, 
what Fevers are to our Bodies, having much the fame Effectsand 
Confequences: Seventhly, That our Soni hath Effertially a cer- 
tain Sentiment, of her’ Limitation: and* Dépendanice ‘on’ the one 
Part, and on the’ other, of a-Supérior and overruling Power, 
on which fhe depends : orate ways Thatthe S6uPhach Effenti- 
ally “even in’ her“ Ditorders; ‘the Apprehetiiion of, a Superioz 
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He concludes the firft Part with thewing, Chap YS. That all” 
thefe Knowledges are fo many Lights and Principles of Morality 
and Duty; and lays down in feveral Clafles the Order of Duties 
between our Souls and Bodies. 

The fecond Part, which Treats of the Soul of Man as it moves 
and operates in Religious Duties and Moral Aétions relating to 
God, to Man and to our Selves, is divided into twenty five 
Chapters. 

Inthe firft, our Author fhews what Affurance we have to know 
the Manner how our Souls are in our Bodies, viz. by following 
always thetwo great Lights of our clear Notions on one part ; 
and of our proper Sentiment on the other. 

In the next Chapter he obferves, that our Souls are over-rul’d 
and Commanded, and at the fame time ferv’d and obeyd in our 
Bodies, by a Power Infinite. For thefe twothings he produces 
feveral Experiences, and in this Chapter he inftances in fix parti- 
culars wherein the Supreme Power of God overrules and Com- 
mands our Soulseven whiift they are in thefe our Bodies: As 
First, That our Souls have not the Liberty and Power to fepa- 
rate themfelves from their Bodies: Secondly, That our Souls have 
not atall the Choice of the Bodies wherein they inhabit, but 
that they are fent in thither by that Power which we fee governs — 
Nature, and which we call God, without any regard for our In- 
etinations or Appetites: Thirdly, That our Souls have no Em- 
pire over the Difeafes, that afflict us: Fourthly, That Pleafure 
and Pain are after the fame manner in us by that invifible Power 
which rules over us together with all Nature: Hfthly, That our 
Sowls do, bya like Empire, receive the Ideas of all particular 
Bodies, and of all their Impreflions upon us: And Sexthly, That 
by the fame invifible Empire we love Good and Pleafure, or Hap- 
pinefs and Contentinent in General. | | 

In the third Chapter he produces feveral Experiences of the 
Power which governs Nature; and which comes to the Afliftance 
of our Souls ina Moment; As First; We find that when we 
move our Bodies, we dono more Precifely, than to Will them 
to Move, fince they are aflifted in moving by a Superior Power: 
Secondly, That this Superior Power doth continually ferve our 
Souls in our: Bodies, for to advertife them in/an Inftant of every 
thing that isdone im them, and to advertife them of it to their 
Advantage too: Thirdly, That this Power which A@s in us as 
well-to obey andferve us, as to Rule over us, Acts not between 
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our Souls and Bodies as a Particular and free Caufe, butas an Unj- 
ver(al and Neceffary Caufe. eth . 

From hence he obferves, Chap. 4. That a!l Falfe Ideas are to 
heavoided by the Light of the foremention’d Experiences ; which 
falfe Ideas he ranges under thefe Heads :Firs#, That of Believing 
that our Souls are united to our Bodies -by any Sympathy, Pro. 
portion, or Inclination, which he tells us is contrary to the Spi- 
ritual Nature of our Souls, confider'd init Self. And Secondly, 
That of Believing, that our Bodies doin any manner A& upon 
the Soul, toilluminate or Affect it Phyfically and Immediately, by 
itfelf. Inoppofition to the latter of thefe falfe Ideas, our Au- 
thor advances, Chap. 5.. That our own Bodies cannot AQ Phyfi- 
cally and Immediately by themfelves Qpon our Souls, fince their Spi- 
rituality renders them inacceflible to all forts‘of Impreflions of Bo- 
dies: That the Body doth not caufe in the Soul either Pleafure 
or Pain: That Bodies are fo far from caufing the Sentiments and 
Ideas inthe Soul, that they do not fo much as determine the Soul 
Phyficaly to make them: That the Souls of themfelves do not 
make the Ideas or Images of Bodies. 

After this our Author, Chap. 6. enquires how a Corporeal 
Impreffion receiv’d into the fenfe, paffeth into the Soul; and ha- — 
viag laid down feveral Propofitions or Prefuppofitions, he from 
the whole concludes, That itis the Author and the Principle of 
the Union between the Soul andthe Body, which makes that mu- 
tual Commerce that is betwixt them two, and by confequence, 
between the Soul and Corporeal Objeéts. 

To Strengthen this Determination, he produces feveral Proofs 
in the Seventh Chapter; and in the Eighth goes on to confider in 
what manner our Souls may be faid to be in our Bodies; where 
he fays, That our Soulsare not in our Bodies, but as they are u-_ 
nited to our Bodies: And, That neither our Souls do come of 
themfelves to lay hold on the Body, nordoes the Body caufe the 
Soul to defcend; but itis God that affembles and unites them to- 
gether, and how this is done he explains in the Ninth-Chapter 
very largely. 

Ia the Next Place he proceeds to confider the Various Actions 
ef our Souls, upon which he beftows twelve Particular Obfervati- 
ons, and begins in the Tenth Chapter with enquiring, What the 
Soul doth in the Body, and whatit doth not. Here he lays dowa 
this as a general Rule, That the Soul doth not do any thing which fhe 
doth not pereeive that foe doth, and that on the Contrary, foe doth os 
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"hing that fhe perceives that- fhe doth. - After this gencral Rule he 

rocecdsto obferve, That our Souls do not Operate out of them- 
felves, but by theWill; and caufe not in us eitherHeat orDivettion, 
or any Corporeal Effect. As alfo How there isaCorporcal A& of 
Seeing, Hearing, and Smelling, which is alike in Man and Beaff. 
Then he lays down another Rule to difcern what the Body doth 
without any Cooperation with the Soul, and what the Soul doth 
inthe Body, which is this; That every .4& by which we formally 
have an indubitable Certainty of our felves, 1s an AT and Opera 
tion of the Spirit, And every Ait which docs not bear in us that Cer- 
tainty, but only makes fome Change in the Humours or in the folid Parts 
of our Bodies, isan Att and Operation of Body. Laftly he obferves 
that Pleafure and Paimare in the Soul, and not in the Body, and 
enquires if Habits, whetber of Sciences.or of Vertues, are in the 
Body or in the Soul, and how far Grace Operates upon the Body. 
~ In the next Chapter he treats of the Operations depending, and 
thofe that are independing upon the Body; and Chap. 12. of 
thofe Acts that are Voluatary and Involuntary. 

In the Eight following Sections he makes brief Remarks on the 
other A&tsof the Soul, viz. Firs#, On A&ts Free, and A&ts Ne- 
ceffary, wherein he fays fomething of the Empire that God hath o- 
ver us. Secondly, On Aéts of Confcience, Concupifcence, Reafon and 
Paffion. Thirdly, Ou Acts of a Confufed Idea, and of clear and dif- 
tintt Ideas or Notions. Fourthly, On Acts of Imagination, Intellettion, 
Libertinifm and Herefie. Fifthly, On A&s of Senfation, Imagination, 
Folly, Frenfy, and Viftons. Sixthly, On Acts of Spiritual Reminifcens 
cy, and Corporeal Memory. Seventhly, On A&ts of Spir'tual Refent- 
ment, and Corporeal Paffion. Eighthly, and Luftly, On A&s Natural, 
or Natural Operations ; and Acts Supernatural, or Operations of 
Grace. Thefe things our Author difcufles particularly, and 
then in the 2154 Chapter takes notice of feven or Eight Differen- 
ces of our Adts of Jntelleftion; and how God Ads perpetually in 
us, in the two principal Faculties of our Soul, viz. Our Under- 

anding, which he calls the Perceprive, and inthe Wil, which he 
{tiles the Appetitive Faculty of the Soul. 

In the 22d Chapter our Author conliders Man as he is here npon 
Earth, a Compound of Soul and Body holding a Correfpondence 
with both Worlds; having with the One a Relation and Com- 
merce with God and Heavenly things,and with the other a Relation 


to and Commerce with the things of this Life. 
From hence he paffes on to confider the feveral Duties which we 


are oblig’d to from the Relation which we have with God, the 
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Alliance we have with Mankind, and the Engagements which the 
Soul hath for the Body, and the Body forthe Soul. Astothe 
Duties we ow toGod, he comprizesthem Chap. 23. under thefe 
general Heads, wiz. the Duties of Fear, of Affance,. of Depeue 
dence, and.of Love. In difcourfing of the firft of.thefe, the Feas 
of God, he relates a Remarkable Story of a Libertine, concern- 
ing the Fears of HelgZ orments, which we beg leave: to. infert for 
a warning Piece to any fuch who may occaftonally.caft an Eye on 
thofe Papers. “‘Ifound once (fays he) a Libertine who told me 
“* he could not comprehend Hell fhould be fuch as they faid it was. 
“* Tonly ask’d him, if he had never had the Fever, the Cholick or the 
* Tooth-Ach, which might very much difturb him; and if he 
“had never had them, if he had ever feen any Body in thofe 
“Torments. The Libertine anfwer'd, That he himfelf had had 
“but too much Experience of them. Alas, faid I to him, do 
“you but imagine now an Eternal Fit of a Burding Fever, or 
“the Cholick, ov the Rage of a Defperate Tooth-Ach, and you 
“ have conceiv'd what He//is. Do not you apprehend, that the 
“Power which at prefent makes in us, thefe fo fad Coaditions, 
“* can make them Eternally in our Souls, if they render themfelveg 
“worthy of his Wrath ?. There needed (adds our Author) no 
** more te that Spirit, who till then was.the moft diforder’d, and 
“the greatest Libertine, perhaps, that ever was, to make him 
*€ conceive of Hell: He confefs’d it, and believ’d it fo well, that 
“he quitted not only his Debaucheries, but the. World allio, 
“and made an- Edifying Repentance, which. was. known to a 
“* creat many. ” 

In the next Chapter he. Difcourfes at large of the Duties we 
ewe to our felves and others, and in the laft Chapter of this fe- 
cond Part he eftablifhes and juftifies the Neceflity of Go/pel Self- 
denial, by the fame Principles. Here he firft of all grants, that 
every Pleafure is Pure and Innocent init félf, and.only becomes 
Criminal by its Circumftances : Then he undertakes to prove th¢ 
Neceflity. of Gofpel Self-denial and Mortification, and at the fame . 
time fhews that there is no Heart Pure and Innocent without 
it. } 

Thus have we carry'd our Reader through the two firft Parts 
of this Treatife ; we fhould now. proceed. to the. third and lalt - 
Part, but we. prefume enough has been faid to give hima Talte, 
and to incite him to gratifie his Curiofity, and.to improve his 
Judgment in the perufal.of the Book it felf Upon the whole, 
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it were to be with’d, that Men were better acquainted with them- 
felves then they generally are; that they would ftudy to know 
their Soals and what relates to their Spiritual and Immortal State 
more, and to mind their Bodies and what has refpeé to them in 
this Life lefs, than they commonly do. But we remember we 
are talking to fome Men, who will {till follow their own Fancy, 
and areaffected with Things prefent, more than with Things abfent, 
tho’ the latter are of more infinite Value than the former , and 
therefore we muft leave thefé Hints to their Calmer and more 


férious Thoughts. 





A Perfiwafive tou Holy Life, fromthe Happinefs that attends it both in 
thisWorld, and in the World to come. By John Ray, F. R.S. /ome-- 
time Fellow of Trinity College ix Cambridge... London, Prizted 
for S. Smith and B. Walford, 1700. iz 8vo: Pag. 119. 


“J He Author of this little Tra& now before us, is fo well 

known to the Learned World, by that large Catalogue of 
Books which he hath’ from time to time Publifh’d, that it would 
be trifling to pretend to give any Character of aMan, which his. 
own Works have fufficiently delineated. As to this Piece, he 
tells us that he was incited to undertake it by his Friend Mr. Elys, 
and that he has. borrow’d a good part of his Matter out of Bi- 
thop Wilkins’s Treatife of Natural Religion. 

This Perfwafive toa Holy Life Mr. Ray divides intotwelve Chap- 
ters ; m the firft of which he takes notice of feveral Miftakes a- 
bout the Object of Happinefs, fome placing it in Bodily Plea- 
fures, others in Riches, and others in Honoar and Power. That 
thefe things cannot make us Happy he proves: (1.) Becaufe they. 
are not in our Power, but may forcibly be taken away from us: 
(2.) Becanfe they make us not better, being common to Good and 
Bad: And (2:) Becaufe they cannot fatisfe our vaft Defires, or 
fill the Capacity of the Soul. Our Author propofes therefore in 
this- his Difcourfe to prove thata Holy Life is the only Happy. 
Life, even in this World, advancing us to as higha Degree of 
Happinefs as we are capable of in this imperfect State, and the 
only Preparatory to a State of Eternal Felicity in the World to 


come. 
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But before he proceeds to adirect Proof of this, he explains 
firft what is meant by Aolinefs, and what by Happine/s. What 
ibline/s is, both as’tis Attributed to God, and to other things be. 
fides him, he informs ts in the fecond Chapter: And in the next 
defines Happize/i in General to be the fecure and conftant pre- 
fence aad enjoymeat of whatfoever isreally Good, Detirableand 
Delightful; together with the Abfence of whatever is AMidive 
Tormenting. Then he diftitguifhes Happine/s into ObjeFive and 
Formal, telling us that the Supreme Objective Happine/s of Man, 
his chief Good, or laft End, isthe ever blefled Deity: And that’ 
his Formal. Happine/s is the Enjoyment of this Objef#, which con- 
jifts in the Knowledge and Love of God, and that Joy and De: 
Jectation which naturally and neceflarily flows there from. 

In the fourth Chapter he gives us the Divifion of Happinefs as 
taken out of Bifhop Wilkins’s Natural Religions viz. that of Man in 
this prefent Life, or that ina Future State. The Happinefs of this 
prefeat Lite he civides into External and Jvternzal, and the former 
of thefe he branches out again into, 1. Health, 2. Safety, Liberty 
and Omret, 3. Riches, 4. Pleafures, 5. Honour and Reputation , Ando, 
Friends. But before he runs over thefe Heads, oa which ne be- 
{tows the remaining part of this Treatife, he thinks fit to pres 
mife two things in General. First, That Keeping of God’s 
Commandments is every way for the good and advantage of the 
World in general. And Secondly, The Commandments of God 
are not Grievous and Uneafie , his Law is Holy, and Juft, and 
Good ; his Precepts equal and reafonable; nay fo fuitable and 
agreeable to the Nature and Reafon of Man, that he is fo bold 
as to fay, they ought upon their own Account to be Obferv’d and 
Obey’d by us, were there no Heaven to reward our Obedience, 
no Hellto punifh our Difobedience: Thefe things being premis’d; 
he proceeds. : , 

in the fifth Chapter to treat of the firft External Happinels re- 
Jating toa Manin this prefent Life, viz. Health. And here he 
firft of all tells us what Healthis, and proves jt to be a Blefling, 
contrary to the Foolifh Vaunts of the Sroicks. Then he fhews that 
this Blefling is the Portion of thofe who lead a Godly Life, 
And that, First, from the Promifes of God made to this 
end in the Holy Scriptures,feveral of whofe Texts are here quo- 
ted: And Secondly, From the natural Confequences of feveral 
Vertues commanded by him, fuch as Temperance and Sobriety, 


Labour and Induftry, and a due Gevernment and papi’ 
affians. 
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Paffions. He enlarges chiefly on the firft of thefe Vertués, where 
after he has fhewn. in feveral Inftances what a great Promoter 
Temperance and Sobriety in our Meats and Drinks is of Healrh aad 
Long Life, he makes the following remarks on the pernicious Ef- 
fects of Intemperance, efpecially in Drinking, a Vice too preva- 
Jentin our days. As, Firs#, That this Vice hatha very ill influ- 
ence upon the Spiricand Soul of Man, degrading and fubjetting 
it to the Body. Secendly, That it nov only fows the Seeds of fu- 
ture-Difeafes, but very often is the occafion of many prefent Quar- 
rels, and Fightings, and Wounds, and even Death it felf. Thirdly, 
That it occalions an unaccountable expence of Time, which by 
al] Wife men is efteem’da moft precious and ineftimable Jewel. 
Fourthly, That it is a chargeable and expenfive Vice, unaccoun- 
tably Walting the outward Eftate. \Afthly, That it is‘a Vice con- 
trary to Charity and Jultice, difabling us to relieve the Pogr, or 
contribute to any good Work. Sixthly, That it isinjurious to 
Pofterity, entatling Difeafes upon them. ‘And Sevenrhly, That ic 
blafts a Mans Reputation, Honor and Efteem in the World. Af- 
ter thefe Reflections, very proper to be ferioufly laid to heart by 
thofe who are addicted tu this Vice of Jatemperance, he under the 
fame head lays downthree Rules or Meafures of Eating and Drink- 
ing, as borrowed out of Riverius’s Infticutions. 

A Second Sort of External Happinefs relating to a Man in this 
prefent Life, is Safety, Liberty and Quiet, which Mr. Ray difcour- 
fes of briefly in the Sixth Chapter, telling us what he means by 
each, and how far a holy Life tends to the promoting of them. 

In the Seventh Chapter he goes on to confider the third Sort of 
External Happinefs, viz. Riches, but what he offers on this Head 
being little more than'a Tranfcript out of Bifhop Wilkin’s Natural 
Religion, Lib. 2. Cap. 4. with fome additional Remarks of his own, 
we do not think our felves oblig’d to enlarge upon it. 

The Next Chapter treats of the fourth External Happinefs be- 
longing to Man in this prefent Life, viz. Pleafure, which our Au- 
thor diltinguifhes into Bodily or Spiritual, Senfual or Intellectual. 
He defines Plea/ure to be that agreeable and delightful Senfe that is 
excited in the Soul, either by anImpreflion or Motion made upon 
the Outward Organs or Senfation, by any fuitable Object, and 
convey’d by the Nerves tothe Brain; or elfe by internal confi- 
deration and Reflection upon any Objet or Action by the Under- 
ftanding. After the Explanation of this Definition, he thews 


how far Religionand a holy Life promotes true and folid Pleafu ae 
an 
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and anfwers fome Objections which ‘are made upon the Account 
of that Reftraint which our Saviour in the Gofpel.has laid upon 
fome feeming Pleafures and Gratifications of Senfe. 

In the Ninth Chapter Mri Ray treats of the fifth thing Condu- 
cive to the HappinefSof the Outward Man, viz. Honour and Re- 
putation, aBlefling (fays he) highly to be valued, and much to be 
preferr’d before Riches or Pleafures, or even Life it felf. Thea 
he gives us the Definition of what Honor is, as defcrib’d by Bi- 
Shop Wilkins to be, The Efteem and good Opinion men have con- 
cerning the Perfon or a€tionsof another, together with fuch Ex- 
ternal Expreflions of refpeét as are fuitable thereunto. Laftly he 
proves that this valuable Good is the Peculiar Reward of Ver- 
tue and Piety. 

The Laft thing conducive to Man’s outward Happinef in this 
World, is Friends, of which our Author difcourfes in the Tenth 
Chapter,telling us thatno outward Bleffing is fo defireable, ufeful, 
and beneficial as Friendfhip , according to that of Cicero, Nowa 
qua nan igni pluribus in locis utimaur quam amicitia: We have not 
more frequent Ufe of Fire and Water than we-have of Friendfhip. 
Then he informs us of the feveral Benefits we reap from Friend- 
jhip, as, Firs#, Faithful.Counfel and Advice, which is of great 
moment in any doubtful Matter. Secondly, Seafonable Reproot, 
which is of all others the moft peculiar Duty of a Friend. Thirdly, 
Condoleance and Confolation in any Adverfity, Affliction, or 
Suffering. Fourthly, Relief and Supply of Want ia cafe of Pover- 
ty and Neceflity. And &jrhly, Prayersto God for us. He con- 
cludes with aflerting that al] true Friendthip is grounded upon 
Vertue, according to that remarkable faying of Cicero in his Trea- 
tife de Amicitia, Virtus amicitiam & gignit, & continet, nec fine 
virtute Amicitia ullo patto effe potest: Thatis, Vertue doth both 
beget and maintain Friendfhip ; nor can there poflibly be any 
Friendfhip without Vertue. : 

Having thus diftinétly treated of the fix things which conduce 
to the Happinefs of the Ourward Man, he proceeds in the Ele- 
veuth Chapter to fpeak of the Happinefs of the Juner Adan. He 
fays that it.confifts in the Love otf God and of our Neighbour, 
which he explains in ieveral Inftances, and then proceeds to fhow 
the Effects aad Gonfequents of a holy Lifeon the Soul or Inward 
Man, in thefe Particulars, First, The Regulating and Exalting of 
our Faculties, viz. the Vader fianding, the Wid, and. the Affectins, 
ead inabling them for their proper Fun@ions. Secoxdly, The eo 
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Tranquility and Joy attendant to, and confequent thereupon. 
He clofes this Chapter with anfwering fome Objeétions that are 
made againft what he has advanc’d. 

In the twelfth and laft Chapter, he treats of the Happinefs of 
the Future State, or of Eternal Life, which he tells us confifts in 
the Knowledge and Love of God, and his Son ¥e/us Christ our 
Lord, and the Joy and Deleétation that neceflarily refults there- 
from. The Defcription of this State he gives us in the Words 
of Bifhop Patrick, inhis Treatife of the Witneffes to Chriftianity, 
Part If. and therefore thinks it not convenient to add much to 
that Account. 

He concludes with fumming up the Motives to a Holy Life 
which he has infifted upon in this Treatife, and this he does ia 
thefe Words; Since then (1.) a Holy Life and Converfation here 
fecures to us an Intereft in a Future State of Eternal Blifs and 
Happinefs, Glory and Immortality in the World to come: (2.) 
Since it conduceth much to the Well-being and Happinefs of the 
outward and inward Man inthis prefent Life (3.) Since this Ho- 
linefS and Obedience is even in the judgment, and by the 
Confeflion of Vicious Perfons themfelves better and more eligi- 
ble than the Life they lead : And Laffly, Since it is more Facile, 
Eafie and Pleafant than the Slavery and Drudgery of Sin and Sa- 
tan. Since (fays he) allthis istrue and certain, itis the great- 
eft Folly and Madnefs imaginable, for a little falfe and tranfient 
Pleafure, and to gratifie fome deceitful Luft, to forgo not only 
our Hopes of that Eternal Life and Happinefs, which our Savi- 
our hath purchas'd for us, and upon our Obedience promis’d to 
us; butalfo that prefent comfort and fatisfaftion of Mind, that 
inward Peace and Joy which attends the Confcience of Well-do- 
ing here. 
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A fincere and zealous Praftice of Religion Recommended. In Confide- 
ration of the certainty of its Principles, the reafonablene(s of its Due 
ties; ana-the great Wifdom of Mankind in ferving God. With re- 
[pe& borh to the Advantages of this. Life, and the Recompences of the 
‘next. Towlsch is added, A brief Account how thofe who incline to 
Religion, may beft bring their good Defires to good Effect. By }. Tur- 
ner, Lefturer of Chrift-Church, London, azd Coaplain to the Earl 
of Scarbrough. London, Printed for J. Wyat. 1701. ix Svo 


Pag. 34.2 


He Defign of this Treatife feems to be much of the: fame 

' Nature with that Peice of which we have given you an’ 
Account in the laft Article, but earry’d on after a different Man- 
ner and Method, and upon more Principles than thofe infifted on 
by Mr. Ray, It is diftributed into feven Chapters, befides the Jn- 
troduction and Conclufion. 

In the Introduttion, after. premifing fome neceflary things, Mr. 
Turner lays down the Scheme of his whole Defign, wherein he 
propofes to proceed in this Method: (1.) To Examine the Truth: 
and Certainty of the Principles of Religion, which he does in 
the two firft Chapters: (2.) The Reafonablenefs and Excellency 
of its Duties, which hedemonftrates in the third’Chapter: And | 
(3.) The great Wifdom of Mankind. in.living up thereto ; upon 
the Account of the Bleflings, and great Advantages that attend 
it here, and its more glorious Rewards hereafter ; which he Pro- 
fecutes in the three next Chapters. This is the general Draught 
of his Defign, of which we fhall prefent you with a more parti- 
cular Account. 

The firft Motive to Religion, he fays, arifes from the Truth 
and Certainty of its Principles: And in order to eftablifh this he 
endeavours to fhew (i1.) What manner of Evidence we are to 
expect of the Truth of Religion in General : (2.) The fuffici- 
ency and certainty of the Evidence we have: And (3.) to apply 
each of thefé Confiderations to the Matter in hand. As to the 
firft of thefe, he tells us, that in Religion we are only to expect 
Moral Certainty, and Moral Arguments, and for this he afligns 

the Reafon why we are to expect no more, viz, becaufe Faith is 
propos’d 
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propos’d to us as a Vertue, and Religion, not asan A& of Ne- 
ceflity, but of Will and Choice. In fhewing the fufficiency and 
certainty of that Evidence which we have of the Truth of all the 
Fundamental Principles of Religion in General, he chiefly 
infifts upon thefe Three; Firs. The Being of God; Secondh, 
His Providence over the World; And Thirdly, A Future State 
- Ravens and Punifhments, for our Good or Evil Actions after 

eath. 

I. For the Proof of the firft of thefe Principles, viz. the Bene 
and Exiftence of God, he produces the following Arguments : (1.) 
The Creation of the World; and the Order, Beauty and Ufe- 
fulnefs of the Things Created ; and here combates the Opinion 
of thofe who think the World to be Eternal, asalfo thatof thofe 
who fuppofe itto have been made by chance: (2.) The Miracles 
and Wonders wrought by an Infinite and Almighty Power : (3.) 
The Spirit of Prophecy, and the Knowledge of Future Events, 
even of things that are Contingent, and thatdepend upon the 
Free-will and Choice of Men: (4.) The Power of Confcience, 
the Comfort and Joy which Men. always find, in looking upoa 
their good Actions; and the great fhame and confufion that at- 
tend the Wicked, in refleing upon their Crimes and Mifcarri- 
set Aad (5.) The Univerfal Confent of Mankind in this 

ief. 

I]. Another Fundamental Principle of Religion, viz. God's 
Providence over the World; he provesfrom: (1.) The very Order 
of the Creation, and the wife Frame and Difpofition of all things 
upon Earth: And (2.) From the Attributes and Perfection of 
the Divine Nature, fuch as Wifdom, Goodnefs, Juftice and Ho- 
linefs. @efore he proceeds to the next Principle of Religion, he 
thinks fit-to offer an Obfervation or two by the way. As First, 
he obferves, that it muft needs be inexcufably Wicked and Fool- 
ith for Men Profanely and Blafphemoutly to Scoff at Religion, 
and make Sport and Raillery of its Principles and Pretences. 
Secondly, From the Nature of thofe Evidences brought for the 
Truth and Certainty of the Principlesof Religion, he obferves, 
how eafie it is to difcover the Neceflity of Men’s laying afide all 
their Evil Paffions, and overcome all Difaffe€tion, and ftedtaftly 
refolve to adhere to its Reafons; let them never fo much crofs 


their Inclinations. 
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II. In order to prove the third and laft Principle of Religi- 
on, viz. The certainty of a Future State of Rewards and Punifbments, 
Mr. Turner firft of all premifes thefe Remarks, 1. That there js 
a Real, and Effential, and Eternal difference between Good and 
Fvil: And 2. That the Expeétation of Bleflings, or Curfes is as 
Natural and Reafonable as the Apprehenfions of Good and Evil. 
From thefe two Confiderations, he tells us, arifes a double Evi- 
dence of a Future State. For First, fays he, this fhews the Ex- 
pectation of it to be Reafonable ; And Secondly, That it is necef- 
fary to vindicate both the Providence and Holinefs of God. Af. 
ter thefe Arguments drawn from the Principles of Reafon, he 
adds the Teftimony of Divine Revelation, which God has made 
in Scripture, particularly in the Nem Teflament, which exprefsly 
declares a Future State: And here he takes occafion to produce 
four particular Evidences tor the Truth and Divine Authority of 
the Chriftian Religion in particular: laftly, he concludes all by 
an Improvement of all the former Reflections, which he does af- 
ter a plain and affecting Manner. 

Thofe three Principles of Religion being eftablifh’d, and the 
certainty of them fhewn, our Author in the third:Chapter treats 
of the Reafonablenefs of Religions Duties, as a farther Motive to ex- 
cite Men to the Pragtice of them. The Reafonablene/s of Religion 
he tells us confifts in that there is nothing in it but what is very 
fuitable to the Dignity of our Nature, and the Principles of our 
Mind; nothing but what is for our Intereft, and very becoming 
our Relation and Condition. 

In the farther Profecution of this Matter, he propofes this Me- 
thod: (1.) Briefly togo through the feveral Duties that make 
up the fum of Religion, and fhew how agreeable they aretc the 
Principles of Reafon, and how naturally they arife fram a right 
Underftanding of our felves, and our Circumftances: (2.) He 
proceeds to confider thofe particular Duties at which Men 
feem moft offended, (fuch are Self-denial, or the ‘Mortificati- 
onof our Lufts and Appetites: And the taking up theCrofs, and 
fuffering Perfecution for Religion,) and at the fame time to Vindl- 
cate them from the ufual Cavils and ObjeGtions made againft them : 
(3.) And lafthy hefhews that the Reafonablenefs of the Duties of 
Religion is a forcible and obliging Motive to a ftriét Obfervance 
of them, and that upon three Accounts, which he enlarges upoe 


very particularly. Raotl 
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Another Motive Mr. Turner makes ufe of to enforce Men to 
the Practice of Religion is drawn from the Advantagess of it to 
tne Happinefs of this prefent Life. For the clearing of this 
Point, he offers Chap. 4. thefe few things to ferious Confiderati- 
ons : (1.) That God in his Original Purpofe and Intention, did 
without all queftion make Mankind to be happy here on Earth: (2.) 
Thatas this Happinefs was firft loft by Sin, fo every Vice, and 
every great Tranfgreflion is inevitably DeftruGtive of the Felici- 
ty of Mankind : (3.) That tho’ fince Sin entered into the World, 
there are many wife and good Reafons why the good Man’s Hap- 
pinefsis not now complete: yet ftill Religion and Vertue dovery 
much contribute tothe Peace and Quiet, and true Comfort of 
Humane Life, and to prevent the moft confiderable Afflictions : 
(4.) And Laftly, he confiders one plaufible ObjeGtion that feems 
to be made againft all this, from the frequent Tribulations of 
good Men: And in Anfwer to that, he takes an Occafion to fet 
forth, what are the real and great Advantages in this Life, which 
make it notwithftanding all this Objection, to be Wifdom as well 
as Duty tobe Religious. The prefent Advantages attending 
Religion he reckons to be thefe ; First, A good Man has ftill the 
natural Influence of Religion, and all its Vertues on his fide: Se- 
condly, Innocence is more fafe, and involves Men in fewer Dan- 
gers: Thirdly, There isareal and great Advantage in the Pro- 
mifes of God made to the Religious: And Laftly, That Religion 
affords the moft Valuable and Noble Delights, fuch as are not to 
be meafur’d in proportion to the outward Circmftances of For- 
tune, but to Mens Comforts and Enjoyments, and to the inward 
- Contentment and Satisfaction of Mind that they find therein. 

Inthe two next Chapters our Author makes ufe of two other 
Motives, to excite Men to the Pratticeof Religion, viz. the Hap- 
pinefs of the Just in Heaven, and the Miferies of the Damned in Hell. 
Thefe two he lnfifts upon at large, and fhews what powerful 
Motives the Certainty and Confideration of them are towards 
the promoting a Holy and Religious Life.» But we cannot run 
through thefe Arguments, nor what he offers in the laft Chap- 
ter, concerning themanner how Men may keep their Religious 
Vows andRefolutions,fiace thefe things would carry us out too far; 
and enough has been faid to give our Reader a Talte of this Trea- 
tife, fo as to excite him to a farther and more thorough perufal 


thereof. 
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The State of Learning. 


GERMANY. 


T Nu raneerc Dr. Volckemer chief Phyfician there 
hath lately Printed his Hora Noribergentis five Catalogua 
Plantarum in Agro Noribergenfi tam ponte nafcextium quam exotia 
catam C in 41xBolavoy Vindaris ac Medico pracipue Horte aliquot ab- 
hinc annis ehutritarum, cum denominatione Locorum in genere, sh 
proveniunt, ac Menfiumn qucbus vigent florenta;: addit a fingulis Excoricis . 
cultura, propagandig, ratioue cum Generam Oo nm tam fmm 
rum quam infumorum iNotis Char ater ifticts ex orifono, Ammanno 
Hermanno, Raio atq, Rivino partim, Grex ipfo nature libro i 
Obfervarionibus depromptis. Exhibentur fimul Icones.and De 
‘ones Rarrerum ‘tet Plantarum: 1700. 4to pag. 408. 


FRANCE 


The fifth Tote. of the Hiftory of the Emperours by the late 
M.le Nain de Tillemom is inith’d, All the Text is Printed with 
part of the Notes, and comprehends down ‘to the Emperour Ho- 
norinsinelufively whe YVear.425. Thereare feveral other Vo-» 
toms behind, whieh will: be Publifirdexa&tly as- the Author has 
ieft them in his M$S.without any Alterations, unlefs in fome 
few Words, and expreflions to: render'them more intelligible, 
but {till keepin OP abe Authors Senfe. 

A Father, of the Oratory hasmade ina Zatin 4to an Abridg- 
ment of the three Volumes in Folio, of Father Thomaffin concern: 
Gourch Difciptine, which-will fpeedily be Publith’d. 

‘There is hkewifeoPublitt’d, ‘the cighth and left Volume of ode 
Eiftorical Voyages of Europe. 

A fall Treatife in 120 intituled, Prejugez Légitimes en faveet 
du Decret de N.S. P.le Pape Alexandre Vile & la Pratique des Fefui 

tes 














tes au Sujet des bonneurs que les Chinois rendent a Confucius, & a lewrs 
Ancétres, Tires des Ecrits des Peres Dominicains, & des Péres Fran- 
cifcains Miffionaires de la Chine. 

| At RwoOan is Printed, Veterum Scriptorum Moralinm, Hifto- 

ricorum, Dogmaticorum, ad res Ecclefiafticas, Adonafticas, & Poli- 
ticas illuftrandas Collettio nova. Prodeunt nunc prima inlucemopera 
& ftudio Domni Edmundi Martene Presbyteri & Monachi Benedittins 





é Congregatione fantti Mauri. in ato. 


HOLLAND. 


The Sieur Pain At Ams terp sm has Printed, des Lettres 
Provinciales d'un Merchand fur ? Etat prefent, de la France-par report 
ala Religion, @ au Commerce, avec quelques Avis & Reflettions, qui: 


conviennent a ce Sujet. 


The Sieur Lombrail has finifh’d his Impreflion of Tertallian's: As 
pologetick, Tranflated by AZ Giry, with the Latin Text on one 


fide. 
ing Tertullian and his Works. 


LON 


To this Edition is added a Critical Differtation concera-— 


D.O N.. 


He Right Honourable the Earl of Arlington’s. Letters are 
near finifh’d, and will be Publith’d next Week. 


Books Printed this Month and not Abridg d. 


B ag~ Harmony of the Evangelifts, 
being the whole Text of .the 


Four Gofpels difpos’d according to the 
order of Time, Each Gofpel being 
_ ranged ina feparate Column with a Pa- 
raphrafe underneath and feveral ufeful 
Differtations written originally-ia Lat. 
by Fobn Le Clerk, and now render’d in- 
to Englifhin gto. — 

An Account of the Breeding of 
Worms. in Humane Bodies: it 





Nature and feveral Sorts, &c. By Ni- 
chelas Andry M.D. of the Faculty of 
Pais. With feveral Letters to the Au- 
thorupon that fubjeét, done from the . 
French Original with Figures. Sold 
by #. Rhodes and.A. Bell. price, 55. 
The Cenfure and Declaration of the 


Affembly of the King of France con- 
ven'd at St. Germains 1700. Concern~ 
ing Matters of: Faith and’ Manners 
Tranflated - into lth. : Together» 
with the original Lat.asPrinted at Paxgs. 
The Foreign and Dome 2 
ing-feleeO tions on the Proceed-’ 
ings of the Courts. of Europewith Re- 
flettions on fome private Occurrences, » 
Lex Forcia, being an Addrefs tothe~ 
feveral Societies for the Reformation of 
‘Manners. 
The Myfteries - Opium reveal’d by 
Dr. tin 8vo. 
oe eles plain Proof of the trus 
Father - Mother of the pretended 
Prince of Wales. , 
“" Mr. Toland’s Clito Dilletted, 29 
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Mt. Fuller’ sp 
ther of the ‘Prince of Wales-made out 
to-be.no Proof. 3. ~ 2 

Mr. Fuler’s Letter to the Lord May- 
or, in Anfwer-to plain Proof.prov'd to 
be no Proof. 

“Mr. Adam’s Sermon on Occafion of 
the Recantation of fume eminent Qua- 
kérs in the Parifh.of St. Clements Danes, 

Dr. Haffewood’s Sermon at St. Olives 
Southwark, occafioned by the Recanta- 
tion of Dr. Fobn Spire, lately a Quaker. 


The Sinner a Traitor to-his King. » 


and Country in a Sermon preach’d at 
the Aflizes atWinchefter by Robert. Eyre, 
QD.. 

Mr. Bradford's Sermon before the 
Lord Mayor. 

Mr. Roger’s Sermon for the Refor- 


Proof of the trrueMo- 
Cathedral Sept. the 274.. L700 before 
. xathe. Lord Mayer there being an vin 








Mr. Lariner’s Sermon at St. Pauj’s 


nation. > *,, 
. Clito-A Poem on the force “af Blo 
querice. 


‘The Perjat’d Hufband, or the Ad: 


“wentuges of Venice,’ a “Tragedy, by's. ' 


Carole. |. 

An Epiftie to Sr. Richard: Blackmore, 
occafion’d by the New Seftion of the 
Poets. . Azoem. 

The’ Cafe ftated between the 
Church of England, and the Diffenteys 
wherein: the fis roved tobea true. 
Ghurch and the. Diflenters proved to be’ 
down right sebipedticks By. Q.5.D.D. 

The’ Poets” AddtefS ‘a Sr. Charles 





Duncomb Koight and? ‘Alterman of the’ 
mation of Manners> — of’ Londons. 
The C 0 N T EN T s. 


CXV. AL New Geograp 


Religion, 


Or! an Yh Rast Deferipsian of i Uni- 
verfe collefted from the beft Authors, Ancient. and Moe. 
“ dern, By D. Martineau du Pleflis. 
CXVI. M. d’-Artagnan’s Afemoirs. . 
CXVII. A Defence of the four Gordians. . 
CXVIIL. The Changes that have have’ have bappe’?d in the Romif 
“&c. : By. the-Sienr JAyrr 
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CXIX. A Philofophical Dif{couxfe: of the Creation. <i3 sheWarld, ae! 


By M. J. F. Vailade.- 


CXX. A Letter of. Forei ign Mi fiomaries to ‘the Pope. Shas ie Cine 
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